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Faced with enormous energy challenges relating 

to competitiveness, climate change and security, 

Europe has launched several initiatives for an 

intelligent energy policy. Coherent and joint efforts 

from all governance levels will be required, if it is to 

meet the ‘3 times 20’ targets set at EU and national 

levels for renewable energy sources, energy 

efficiency and reduction of CO2 emissions by 2020. 

Efforts like these are essential for the development 

of a coherent energy mix around Europe. It is hoped 

that this approach will lead to Europe making 

greater use of renewable energy sources and 

focusing more on energy-efficient methods, which 

will contribute to social and economic growth and 

a reduction in environmental damage. 

Europe is already a leading developer of energy-

efficient technologies and renewable energy 

sources. Throughout the EU, many pioneer 

communities have already successfully made 

a genuine change in their energy supply and 

use on the basis of ambitious energy plans and 

participatory approaches. And some of these 

pioneer communities have benefited from 

European support.

The IEE programme
Several EU programmes have been established 

to support the main sustainable energy actors, 

both on the demand and supply sides. Their goal 

is to develop concrete projects that demonstrate 

the benefits of new technologies and tools and 

enable a real exchange of experiences between 

stakeholders. 

The Intelligent Energy – Europe (IEE) programme 

is one of these EU support programmes, focused 

on removing the non-technological barriers to 

the uptake of renewable energies and end-use-

efficient technologies. It encourages the sharing of 

knowledge between countries, as well as engaging 

the wider community and developing methods to 

foster sustainable energy use and production.

Sustainable Energy 
Communities
Sustainable Energy Communities are communities 

that implement a set of sustainable energy policy 

measures in the field of renewable energy, rational 

use of energy and sustainable mobility with the 

strong involvement of the local population in the 

planning and implementation process.

Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) is a 

significant part of the IEE programme. SEC 

concentrates on funding initiatives that support 

the development of energy fora – involving 

strong participation by all local stakeholders, 

and the creation of local energy action plans 

and concrete measures in the field of energy 

efficiency, renewable energy and sustainable 

mobility. The activities funded through this key 

action are considered crucial, since they create a 

coherent framework for the implementation of 

local and regional energy-related measures. 

So far, over 30 projects have been funded under the 

SEC action. They involve more than 290 cities and 

regions across Europe and represent most European 

countries. The overall ambition of these projects is 

Introduction
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to foster the establishment of Sustainable Energy 

Communities around Europe, in order to boost 

the number of local and regional communities 

pioneering a low-carbon future and to encourage 

civil society in general to commit to this goal. 

All the SEC projects clearly contribute to sustainable 

development by: 

>  mobilising civil society to endorse energy-

related measures through local competitions, 

events or the creation of networks of actors, 

which in turn contribute to real behavioural 

changes in energy consumption;

>  developing planning or management tools for 

calculating energy balances, estimating the current 

state of play in energy efficiency and proposing 

appropriate actions to improve the situation;

>  launching processes towards a low-carbon 

community at local level through local energy 

action plans, the establishment of self-supply 

energy cooperatives or concrete measures 

in the field of renewable energy sources and 

rational use of energy;

>  encouraging knowledge transfer between local 

actors through European partnerships, peer-to-

peer meetings or training.

Thanks to these ambitions, sustainable energy-

related issues become part of everyday priorities 

for all actors and can be dealt with in a holistic 

way. Once established, a Sustainable Energy 

Community clearly has the potential to raise 

the profile and competitiveness of a region or 

municipality. A community like this can help to 

overcome existing administrative, social and 

economic barriers to renewable energy sources, 

rational use of energy and sustainable mobility, 

and can greatly contribute to reaching, or even 

beating, the targets set in key EU directives. 

More importantly, a Sustainable Energy Community 

values its citizens by improving their quality of 

life. Yet, it does this without harming the natural 

environment, by proposing holistic and coherent 

energy-efficient actions that are economically 

viable and environmentally neutral – responsible 

and provident actions that are well accepted and 

put into practice by numerous different actors. 

The Covenant of Mayors
The European Commission launched the Covenant of 

Mayors initiative in February 2009. This initiative aims 

to bring together European mayors in a permanent 

network, to exchange and apply good practices to 

improve energy efficiency significantly in the urban 

environment. Signatories to the Covenant commit 

themselves to go beyond the objectives set out in 

the EU energy policy in terms of CO2 reductions, 

renewable energy production and use, and energy 

efficiency. Over 400 cities throughout Europe have 

officially joined the initiative and more are expected 

to do the same in future.

The Intelligent Energy – Europe programme wishes 

to support the Covenant of Mayors initiative by 

actively sharing the results and experience gained 

from SEC projects. Indeed, these projects can 

serve as a good reference and support for local 

and regional authorities interested in committing 

themselves to ambitious energy targets. Although 

the majority of IEE projects on Sustainable Energy 

Communities are not yet complete, they have 

already resulted in beneficial concrete actions 

and specific methodologies, tools, guidelines 

and web tools. These are all available in our 

Intelligent Energy e-library (www.iee-library.eu) 

to anyone interested in finding out more and are 

well worth consulting.

This brochure aims to raise awareness of the 

Sustainable Energy Communities projects funded 

by the Intelligent Energy – Europe programme. 

It is hoped that readers will discover useful 

information about the funded projects and their 

results to date, and feel encouraged to apply 

them in their own community.

“Once established, a Sustainable Energy Community 
clearly has the potential to raise the profile  

and competitiveness of a region or municipality.”
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1

Sustainable Energy Communities  
in Urban Areas in Europe
SECURE

Duration: 1/2006–12/2008

Objectives
The project set out to show that cities can achieve ecological sustainability by increasing their share 

of renewable energy, using energy more efficiently and reducing traffic’s impact. By focusing on the 

creation of long-term sustainable action plans for the four cities of Malmö, Dublin, Hillerød and Tallinn, 

the SECURE partners aimed to highlight how the results of successful demonstration projects can be 

adopted Europe-wide. 

To identify success factors, the project carried out structured benchmarking, which was used to create 

the sustainable energy action plans. The concepts of passive houses and carbon-neutral cities were 

analysed and several activities implemented in this field.

Results
 >  Sustainable energy action plans and energy partnerships were developed for Dublin, 

Hillerød and Malmö, and a guidebook was published on the partner’s experiences. The 

plans build on European energy policies and add value to the numerous individual local 

demonstration projects in these cities, such as those on buildings’ energy performance. 

While the sustainable energy action plan could not be finalised in Tallinn within the 

framework of the project, adoption is foreseen during the course of 2009. 

 >  Technical guidelines were drawn up for developing energy action plans.

 >  A set of toolboxes and models was developed for mainstreaming the concept of sustainable 

energy communities.

 >  A benchmark study was completed on best practices in European buildings’ energy 

performance, after comparison of different urban sustainable energy projects in northern 

Europe.

 >  The project drafted a general description of a carbon-neutral system for enterprises. Small 

companies across Europe could adopt this system, many of which are sceptical about the 

value of carbon neutrality.

Budget: €1 261 112 
(EU contribution: 50%)

COORDINATOR

Roland Zinkernagel

City of Malmö, Sweden

  +4640342079 

  Roland.Zinkernagel@malmo.se 

  http://www.secureproject.org

PARTNERS

Tallinn City Government, Estonia

Cenergia Energy Consultants (Cenergia), 

Denmark

Hillerød El, Vand og Varme, Denmark

City of Dublin Energy Management Agency Ltd 

(CODEMA), Ireland

IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute 

Limited, Sweden

Respect Europe of Sweden, Sweden

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

Spotlighting 
truly 
sustainable 
cities
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>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Liam Fleming

Waterford County Council, Ireland

  +353 51395530 

  lfleming@waterfordcoco.ie 

  http://www.waterfordcoco.ie/en/

services/waterfordenergyco-operative/

whatistheprojectabout/

PARTNERS

Brian P. Connor & Associates Ltd, Ireland

Black Sea Regional Agency for Energy 

Management, Bulgaria

Agência Municipal de Energia do Seixal, Portugal

Carmarthenshire County Council,  

United Kingdom

2

Energy Self-Supply in Rural 
Communities
ENSRC

Duration: 1/2006–12/2007

Objectives
The project’s chief goal was to produce a guide for rural developers to encourage rural communities 

in establishing energy self-supply cooperatives. The guide is based on the ENSRC partners’ practical 

experience of setting up energy self-supply cooperatives in Bulgaria, Ireland, Portugal and Wales (UK) 

and assistance provided for the operation of these cooperatives in their first year of operation. 

This project sought to set up energy self-supply cooperatives that could support farmers and rural 

dwellers in developing locally available sustainable energies for electricity generation, heat production 

and the production of sustainable fuels.

Results
 >  Establishment of an energy self-supply cooperative in each of the four participating 

countries (Bulgaria, Ireland, Portugal and Wales).

 >  Production of a guide to assist the development of self-supply energy cooperatives, calling 

on local renewable energy sources such as biogas, liquid biofuels, solar energy, and wind 

and geothermal power. The guide focuses on encouraging farmers, farmer groups, local 

government, rural development agencies and developers to form cooperatives like this. It 

also demonstrates how this can be achieved, based on the practical experience gained by 

project partners in establishing such cooperatives in their own region.

 >  Launch of renewable energy installations in each of the participating countries.

 >  Development of rural renewable energy enterprises.

 >  Partners learned that rural energy self-supply cooperatives must first be set up, before 

the introduction of any techniques, technologies, systems and so on to facilitate their 

development.

Budget: €370 438 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Rural 
renewables: 
a golden 
harvest
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>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

3

Cooperation between Communities 
for Energy Action Plans
WISE-PLANS

Duration: 1/2006–12/2007

Objectives
The project partners wanted to create sustainable energy action plans in each of four communities, in 

Spain, Italy, Sweden and Wales. The emphasis was on energy saving (rational use of energy) and the 

deployment of renewable energies. 

The partners worked cooperatively towards the objectives of Europe’s Sustainable Development 

Strategy and its policies for sustainable energy. The aim was to identify requirements to mitigate the 

impacts of the production and supply of energy, to reduce emissions of CO2 from fossil fuels and reduce 

dependence on external resources.

Results
 >  Adoption of Sustainable Energy Action Plans for communities in ecologically sensitive 

regions, including natural parks, urban and rural areas. These plans highlighted the body 

responsible for each action, the economic resources required and the corresponding savings 

in greenhouse gas emissions.

 >  Exchange of knowledge on energy solutions already adopted in the communities to 

improve environmental and social conditions.

 >  Engagement of local actors to support the implementation of the plans.

 >  Promotion of the replication of the action by other communities at both national and 

European level, through the preparation of general guidelines on developing and adopting 

sustainable energy action plans.

 >  Development of a common methodology to analyse communities, discover opportunities 

for improvement and deliver Sustainable Energy Communities.

Budget: €1 039 987 
(EU contribution: 50%)

COORDINATOR

Dario Furlanetto

Consorzio Parco Lombardo della Valle del Ticino,

Italy

  +39 0297210234 

  direzione@parcoticino.it 

  http://www.wiseplans.eu

PARTNERS

Comitato Termotecnico Italiano, Italy

Fundación Doñana 21, Spain

Agencia Andaluza de la Energía, Spain

City and County of Swansea, United Kingdom

Green Land Reclamation Limited,  

United Kingdom

Skellefteå Kraft, Sweden

Sharing  
wise words 
and deeds
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>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Nils Daugaard

Energy Consulting Network ApS, Denmark

  +45 28265655 

  nda@ecnetwork.dk 

  http://www.sec-tools.net

PARTNERS

SEVEn, Strediisko pro efektivni vyuzivani 

energie, o.p.s. (SEVEn), Czech Republic

EMD.DK A/S, Denmark

Federation Européenne des Agences Régionales 

de l’Energie et de l’Environnement, Belgium

Energy Agency of Plovdiv (EAP), Bulgaria

Municipality of Chepelare, Bulgaria

Municipality of Karlovo, Bulgaria

CEBra – Centre for Energy Technology 

Brandenburg GmbH, Germany

Iecavas novada dome, Latvia

Strasa Konsultanti SIA, Latvia

Kaisiadoriai municipality, Lithuania

Kelme municipality, Lithuania

Training and consulting centre of Association  

of local authorities in Lithuania, Lithuania

Trakai municipality, Lithuania

Association ‘Energy and Environment 

Conservation’, Poland

Baltycka Agencja Poszanowania Energii SA, 

Poland

4

Energy Service Communities in new 
member states – Sustainable energy 
development at local level energy 
planning & financing tools
SEC-TOOLS

Duration: 1/2006–12/2008

Objectives
The SEC-Tools action was dedicated to meeting the extensive need for energy efficiency improvement 

and further use of renewable energy in communities in New Member States and accession countries. 

A core part of the action concerned the development of generic tools with a view to encouraging 

qualified sustainable energy thinking and practices. The key target groups were small communities of  

3 000 to 30 000 inhabitants. The tools were tested in nine communities in Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 

eastern Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland and the project resulted in a ‘Toolbox’ on energy planning, 

activation of the energy market and mobilisation of end-users at local level. The action included a broad 

set of dissemination activities to help ensure the wide-scale dissemination of the developed tools and 

lessons learnt.

Results
 >  The project’s main output was the generic SEC Toolbox, with proven guidance on energy 

planning, activation of the energy market and mobilisation of end-users at local level. The 

tools are designed for adaptation and use by other small communities.

 >  While developing and testing the toolbox, the partners undertook specific actions in the 

pilot communities within the three SEC areas: local energy planning, activation of the 

energy market, and end-user mobilisation.

 >  Dissemination activities were designed to circulate the developed tools and lessons learnt. 

They were channelled through the project website, regular e-newsletters, and European 

and local events. The partners also produced an SEC-Tools package including media and 

videos on good SEC practices.

 >  Pilot actions were implemented in nine communities in Bulgaria, Czech Republic, eastern 

Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. Together with the development of generic tools, 

this paved the way for improving SEC operations in New Member States.

 >  At the project conference in Prague on 13 November 2008, held under the Energy Efficiency 

Business Week Conference, the partners presented the tools developed under the project 

for small municipalities and best practices they had developed.

Budget: €1 420 124 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Right tools  
for the job
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5

3-fold initiative for energy planning 
and sustainable development  
at local level 
3-NITY

Duration: 1/2006–6/2008

Objectives
Key objectives were to improve the level of consistency and security throughout the planning and 

decision-making processes for energy policy at local level, and to involve all relevant stakeholders in 

local energy planning processes. The partners in 3-NITY also wanted to demonstrate that the concept of 

sustainable excellence can result in qualitative improvements which can be measured. 

The project’s name derives from the development, testing and demonstration of a comprehensive set 

of tools, quality systems and sustainable best practices for local energy planning and implementation in 

three main areas: sustainable planning, sustainable measures and activities, and sustainable excellence. 

Results
 >  Commercially available energy-planning software, known as REAM. The REAM-model is 

designed for local energy planning, especially periodic reporting. It can be updated with 

ease and was successfully tested in the 3-NITY project.

 >  A web-based computer game that allows users to visualise energy balances at local level. 

Developed for communication and educational purposes, it is freely accessible on the 

Web.

 >  A tested methodology for putting activity and measure planning into action.

 >  A tested methodology for implementing sustainable excellence at local level.

 >  A guidebook for energy and climate planning in municipalities, providing a practical 

introduction to the different steps in the process. It includes major contributions from the 

3-NITY project, while building on various national and international methodologies linked 

to local energy and climate planning.

Budget: €1 379 800 
(EU contribution: 50%)

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Hans Jacob Mydske

New Energy Performance AS, Norway

  +47 92600307 

  mydske@nepas.no 

  http://www.ieeprojects.net

PARTNERS

Centre for Renewable Energy Sources (CRES), 

Greece

Region of Crete – Regional Energy Agency  

of Crete, Greece

European Foundation for Quality Management, 

Belgium

Municipality of Gotland, Sweden

Projektinriktad Forskning & Utveckling  

i Göteborg AB, Sweden

Western Isles Council (Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar) 

– Islenet, United Kingdom

Agencija za prestrukturiranje energetike d.o.o., 

Slovenia

Fundacja Na Rzecz Efektywnego Wykorzystania 

Energii, Poland

Centro da Biomassa para a Energia, Portugal

SenterNovem, Netherlands

Institute for Energy Technology, Norway

MF, Norway

Municipality of Skedsmo, Norway

Good things 
come  
in threes
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6

Integration of renewable energy 
technologies in rural insular areas 
RERINA

Duration: 1/2006–12/2007

Objectives
The main objective was to call on integrated approaches when developing Sustainable Energy 

Communities in islands and ecologically sensitive areas. These places face a number of energy challenges, 

which necessitate the development of an energy planning strategy adapted to the local context and the 

various objectives of the local stakeholders. 

To help with their implementation of European policies on energy, environment and sustainable 

development, the RERINA project developed Sustainable Energy Plans and implemented actions in 

sensitive areas to demonstrate the feasibility of the methodology. In particular, the partners from 

five countries examined suitable renewable energy technologies, best practices for the development 

of Sustainable Energy Communities, awareness and training campaigns, and existing and potential 

barriers. 

Results
 >  An integrated methodological approach, for supporting stakeholders in insular communities 

with the development and implementation of efficient Sustainable Energy Plans.

 >  A Practical Guide for Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) Planners, available for free 

downloading from the project website. It provides both background material and a step-

by-step approach, so that insular and ecologically sensitive areas can develop an effective 

sustainable energy planning process and manage successfully their long-term energy use. 

 >  A typology on use of renewable energy technologies on European islands and ecologically 

sensitive areas, as well as renewable energy sources appropriate for these areas.

 >  Insight that can be shared with policymakers when developing a successful policy on 

SEC development, such as the need for public participation schemes and policy measures 

supporting awareness of renewable energy sources, acceptability and adoption, as well as 

implementation issues.

 >  Partners learned from their project work that renewable energy solutions could reduce 

dependence on mineral fuels, strengthen regional development and serve as a pole of 

development for small local communities.

Budget: €528 369 
(EU contribution: 50%)

COORDINATOR

Theocharis Tsoutsos

Technical University of Crete/Environmental 

Engineering Department, Greece

  +30 2821037825 

  theocharis.tsoutsos@enveneg.tuc.gr 

  http://www.rerina.net

PARTNERS

Comune di Cabras – Area Marina Protetta 

Penisola del Sinis – Isola di Mal di Ventre, Italy

Municipal Company of the Municipality  

of Armenous, Greece

World Wide Fund For Nature – WWF Greece, 

Greece

Cyprus Institute of Energy, Cyprus

Western Isles Council (Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar) 

– Islenet, United Kingdom

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

Energy 
lifelines 
for island 
communities
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>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Gabriele Zink-Ehlert

B.&S.U. Beratungs- und Service Gesellschaft 

Umwelt mbH, Germany

  +49 303904296 

  gzink@bsu-berlin.de 

  http://www.european-energy-award.org/EU-

Project-Balance.57.0.html

PARTNERS

SWS Group Ltd, Ireland

Agenzia Regionale per l’Energia della Liguria 

Spa, Italy

Forum European Energy Award e.V., Germany

SEVEn, Strediisko pro efektivni vyuzivani 

energie, o.p.s. (SEVEn), Czech Republic

Österreichische Energieagentur (AEA), Austria

Lithuanian Energy Institute (LEI), Lithuania

Ecofys BV, Netherlands

7

Balance globally, evaluate locally 
BALANCE

Duration: 1/2006–12/2007

Objectives
The project partners further developed the European Energy Award (eea). This award has been 

successfully used since 2002 by more than 320 municipalities in nine European countries to identify 

strengths, weaknesses and potential for improvement in communal energy policy and, above all, to 

implement effectively energy-efficient measures. 

The project team sought to add energy and CO2 balancing features, plus estimations at municipal level 

and individual hard and soft measures. Other objectives included implementing the eea in the Czech 

Republic and the Netherlands, developing schemes for voluntary agreements between local and regional 

bodies, and CO2 town-twinning projects.

Results
 >  The implementation of harmonised methodologies and/or tools for energy and CO2 

balancing at municipal level in each participating country, after testing of the tools and 

evaluation of the test phase. This was followed by widespread implementation in each 

country. A further 130 municipalities joined the European Energy Award programme 

during the project.

 >  Finalisation of the Impact Tool for the estimation of energy and CO2 saving potential of 

measures in municipalities, before its implementation in each country.

 >  Three Dutch cities and two in the Czech Republic were certified by an external auditor and 

awarded the European Energy Award.

 >  A scheme for voluntary agreements between national or regional ministries and local 

authorities was worked out. In Austria and Switzerland commitments for CO2 reduction are 

already part of the eea contract between the authorities and the communities.

 >  An expert hearing on CO2 town-twinning examples and good practice took place in Kaunas, 

Lithuania. Further work included initiation of the first CO2 town-twinning projects. 

Budget: €819 510  
(EU contribution: 50%)

Weighing  
up municipal 
energy  
and emissions
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Jean-Pierre Vallar

Energie-Cités, France

  +33 381653680 

  jean-pierre.vallar@energie-cites.eu 

  http://www.belief-europe.org

PARTNERS

City of Frankfurt am Main Department 
Environment and Health – Energy Agency, 
Germany

Agenzia Napoletana Energia e Ambiente, Italy

Comune di Modena, Italy

Comune di Padova, Italy

Comune di Rimini, Italy

City of Rennes, France

Communauté Urbaine de Dunkerque, France

Grenoble-Alpes Métropole, France

Landeshauptstadt München, Germany

Municipality of Nikea, Greece

Sofia Energy Centre (SEC), Bulgaria

City of Heidelberg, Germany

Leicester City Council, United Kingdom

London Borough of Southwark, United Kingdom

Agência Municipal de Energia de Almada 
(Ageneal), Portugal

Agência Municipal de Energia de Gaia, Portugal

Bistrita City Hall, Romania

Energy Centre Bratislava (ECB), Slovakia

Obcina Beltinci, Municipality Beltinci, Slovenia

Agencia Local de la Energía de Sevilla. 
Ayuntamiento de Sevilla, Spain

Energy Agency Zoetermeer, Netherlands

Gemeente Delft, Netherlands

8

Building in Europe Local Intelligent 
Energy Forums 
BELIEF

Duration: 1/2006–6/2008

Objectives
The BELIEF project aimed to promote the concept of Sustainable Energy Communities at European level, 

by setting up Local Intelligent Energy Forums in 11 countries. The forum concept was key to their work. 

Twenty European local authorities participated in the project, which concentrated on local authorities in 

new Member States and candidate countries.

Specific goals included preparing and/or adapting Sustainable Energy Actions Plans, finding the financial 

resources to turn these action plans into reality, formalising methodologies and preparing tools, 

improving the internal capacity of the 20 BELIEF communities, and implementing and communicating 

sustainable energy initiatives and projects, and sharing their experiences with others. 

Results
 >  Creation of a group of local EU pioneers, who successfully established and ran Local 

Intelligent Energy Forums in 20 European communities in 11 countries.

 >  Concrete improvement in the energy efficiency and use of renewable energy sources in the 

20 BELIEF communities involved, underlining the potential for larger-scale investments in 

this field.

 >  Development of an EU replicable concept on Sustainable Energy Communities, in line with 

EU priorities on energy, sustainability, competitiveness and innovation.

 >  Exchange of good practice led to improvements in sharing knowledge and know-how to 

communities lacking expertise in energy matters. The partners put together 20 case studies 

of communities around Europe, as well as methodologies, tools and publications – including 

a recommendation guide and e-newsletters.

 >  Organisation of eight workshops and two large international conferences, enabling Europe-

wide dissemination of information and methodologies developed under the project.

Budget: €2 539 009 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Sharing  
the vision
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Sara Massoli

Agenzia per l’Energia e l’Ambiente  

della Provincia di Perugia, Italy

  +39 0755170824 

  info@aea.perugia.it 

  http://www.necproject.info

PARTNERS

Association Municipal Energy Agency – Rousse, 

Bulgaria

Municipality of Foligno, Italy

Regione dell’Umbria, Italy

Agency of Braşov for the Management of Energy 

and Environment, Romania

Braşov City Hall, Romania

9

NEw Concept of local sustainable 
development in pilot communities 
NEC

Duration: 1/2006–12/2007

Objectives
The project sought to create a Sustainable Energy Community in every country involved and to promote 

more widely the benefits of a SEC. Partners worked with local and national authorities, to stimulate 

them to develop new energy certification standards for buildings, coherent with maximum possible 

energy savings. 

Other goals for the partners included promotion of the rational and efficient use of electricity and 

taking the SEC message to primary schools. They also encouraged the use of public transport in the 

partners’ own cities and the use of biofuels or methane gas in vehicles.

Results
 >  The SEC concept was introduced and disseminated to citizens and local authorities in the 

pilot area. This raised awareness of energy-saving tools, despite a general initial scepticism 

among many people about the need for boiler inspections or energy certification.

 >  A common tool for energy certification was developed and adapted for the three project 

communities.

 >  Workshops on rational use of energy and renewable energy sources were held in all three 

participating countries, for citizens, companies, authorities and experts. They include 

debates on laws in these areas, the potential for further exploitation and the cost and 

benefits for communities. 

 >  Following a citizens’ questionnaire on local public transport, authorities analysed three new 

transport plans for Foligno, Brasov and Rousse. A ‘Clean Transport Day’ was also organised 

in these cities, highlighting public transport and biofuels.

 >  Pupils and teachers in local primary schools debated and explored SEC, under the guidance 

of project participants.

Budget: €486 163 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Results  
speak louder 
than words
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Michael Kolpek

Österreichische Gesellschaft für Umwelt  

und Technik (Austrian Society for Environment 

and Technology), Austria

  +43 1315639330 

  michael-kolpek@oegut.at 

  http://www.oegut.at/en/themen/erweitertes-

europa/effcobuild.php

PARTNERS

Community Thalgau, Austria

Salzburger Institut für Raumordnung  

und Wohnbau, Austria

Berliner Energieagentur GmbH (BE), Germany

Community Eggesin, Germany

Community Sala, Slovakia

Regional Energy Agency, Slovakia

Building and Civil Engineering Institute  

Zrmk (Bcei Zrmk), Slovenia

Community Jesenice, Slovenia

10

Energy Efficiency Communities – 
establishing pilot communities  
for the building sector
EFFCOBUILD

Duration: 1/2006–6/2008

Objectives
The project’s main objective was to reduce the energy demand of buildings in the target communities by 

linking joint economic and environmental interests. The partners planned to overcome existing barriers 

to energy saving in the building sector by working with and connecting the different stakeholders, 

including building owners, administration entities, financing institutes, private companies and regional 

politicians. 

The project sought to show to communities that a sustainable energy supply in Europe is feasible, 

that energy efficiency in buildings contributes to this vision and that energy efficiency can improve 

environmental protection and be of economic benefit to a region.

Results
 >  Development of a ‘virtual saving power plant’ for buildings in each community. Based on 

energy demand analysis, this virtual tool helped citizens to see the potential of energy-

saving measures. 

 >  Energy demand and energy-saving potential studies, as well as vision documents in all 

participating communities. 

 >  Community actors learned how they could be more proactive in energy efficiency, thanks 

to numerous measures and actions organised under the project.

 >  A brochure with the 10 ‘best of’ examples of energy efficiency measures in buildings in 

each of the communities involved. This publication is available for downloading in Czech, 

German and Slovenian.

 >  Pilot communities served as a role model for other communities in their region and 

beyond.

 >  Even ambitious communities are sometimes not aware of energy-saving potential but they 

can still benefit from guidance and assistance from qualified players to identify and realise 

that potential. 

 >  Refurbishment projects in particularly small communities can often be too small scale to 

become viable through contracting models. New approaches to financing such projects at 

a smaller scale are required.

Budget: €761 839 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Building 
constructive 
relationships

ProjectReport_6.indd   15 18/06/09   10:32:42

mailto:michael-kolpek@oegut.at
http://www.oegut.at/en/themen/erweitertes-europa/effcobuild.php
http://www.oegut.at/en/themen/erweitertes-europa/effcobuild.php
http://www.oegut.at/en/themen/erweitertes-europa/effcobuild.php


Projectreport

Project Report, N°6 – April  2009 – page 16

Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Dario Miroglio

Provincia di Genova, Italy

  +39 0105499888 

  miroglio@provincia.genova.it 

  http://www.respublica-project.eu

PARTNERS

Associazione Coordinamento Agende 21  

Locali Italiane, Italy

Landkreis Neuburg-Schrobenhausen, Germany

Stadt Neuburg an der Donau, Germany

Lake Balaton Development Coordination Agency, 

Hungary

Provincia di Modena, Italy

Provincia di Parma, Italy

Diputació de Barcelona, Spain

11

Renewable Energy Sustainable 
Planning and Use within public 
Bodies in Liaison with Involved 
Community Actors
RES PUBLICA

Duration: 1/2007–6/2009

Objectives
The project’s main objective is to create and launch at least six local energy forums, involving all relevant 

stakeholders. It is expected that these forums will create local sustainable energy programmes, focused 

on renewable energy sources and rational use of energy. 

The partners in RES PUBLICA want to create synergies at local level between policymakers, citizens 

and market actors, through a common methodology based on local Agenda 21. Further aims include 

the use of a common methodology for benchmarking activities, the exchange of best practices among  

the partners and development of ‘bottom-up’ intelligent energy strategies.

Results
 >  A common methodology for the creation and facilitation of sustainable energy forums and 

for developing sustainable energy programmes was created.

 >  Fora and sustainable energy programmes are being established in seven countries.

 >  A project catalogue on local projects implementing the sustainable energy programmes 

will be developed.

 >  A national network for extending project activities will be set up.

 >  Useful knowledge gained about the value of creating a national working group on energy. 

This was already successfully done under the project in several Italian provinces and could 

be replicated in the other partner countries.

Budget: €589 196 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Making 
sustainable 
energy 
a public 
matter
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Brian Shipman

Cornwall County Council, United Kingdom

  +44 1872322608 

  bshipman@cornwall.gov.uk 

  http://www.aspire-project.eu

PARTNERS

Comitato Termotecnico Italiano Energia  

e Ambiente (CTI), Italy

Comunità Montana di Scalve, Italy

Hiiumaa Omavalitsuste Liit, Estonia

Vaasan Yliopisto, Finland

Enviros s.r.o., Czech Republic

Institute of Physical Energetics, Latvia

Diputación de A Coruña, Spain

Region Värmland kommunalförbund, Sweden

Community Energy Plus, United Kingdom

Alba Iulia Local City Council, Romania

12

Achieving Energy Sustainability  
in Peripheral Regions of Europe 
ASPIRE

Duration: 10/2006–3/2009

Objectives
The project’s main objective was to develop a replicable model for creating Sustainable Energy 

Communities in peripheral areas in Europe. Security of energy supply is a growing concern throughout 

Europe and is of particular significance for peripheral and rural communities, which are frequently 

situated at a distance from national sources of energy supply. 

The project partners intended to draft and adopt sustainable energy action plans, while ensuring wide 

engagement with EU citizens and key stakeholders. They demonstrated the key role that energy plays in 

the development of communities and the importance of sustainable energy measures. 

Results
 >  Creation of six Sustainable Energy Communities in peripheral European regions (Czech 

Republic, Italy, Latvia, Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom).

 >  Start of the process of sustainable energy action planning in three further ‘level 3’ communities.

 >  Creation of a ‘tool-kit’ which can be used by other peripheral communities to replicate the 

ASPIRE model.

 >  Launch of a dialogue between a wide range of stakeholders at local, regional and EU level 

in each community involved in the project and promotion of ‘energy citizenship’ within the 

local population through awareness-raising and educational activities.

 >  Transnational transfer of knowledge of the issues faced by communities that are peripheral 

to national energy networks, and of the solutions that exist to increase both their energy 

and economic sustainability.

Budget: €1 584 160 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Peripheral 
vision
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Christiane Egger

O.Ö. Energiesparverband, Austria

  +43 732772014380 

  christiane.egger@esv.or.at 

  http://www.efficient-electricity.info

PARTNERS

Arene, Agence Régionale de l’environnement  

et de l’énergie d’ Ile De France, France

Gertec GmbH Ingenieurgesellschaft, Germany

Sächsisches Landesamt für Umwelt  

und Geologie, Germany

Wuppertal Institut für Umwelt, Klima,  

Energie GmbH im Wissenschaftszentrum 

Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany

Energy Centre Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic

ESCAN, S.A., Spain

Gobierno de Navarra Departamento de Industria 

y Tecnologia, Comercio y Trabajo, Spain

KanEnergi Sweden AB, Sweden

Fédération Européenne des Agences Régionales 

de l’Energie et de l’Environnement (Fedarene), 

Belgium

Baltycka Agencja Poszanowania Energii S.A., 

Poland

13

Boosting efficiency in electricity  
use in eight European regions
EL-EFF REGION

Duration: 1/2007–4/2009

Objectives
Rising consumption of electricity may outstrip growth in electricity production from renewables. The 

project therefore focuses on raising awareness of these increases among the public, small business, 

public authorities and political decision-makers at regional and local levels.

The partners want to boost efficiency in electricity use in eight target European regions. They hope 

to meet their 1% efficiency target through various project activities in the field of electricity, for 

example through analysis and data collection in each region, regional action plans and action packages 

(households, agricultural and social residences sectors), awareness campaigns and inter-regional 

cooperation.

Results
 >  Regional actions plans to boost electricity efficiency are being set up in eight different 

countries.

 >  Some 8 000 decision-makers in public administration and businesses are being reached 

through project dissemination activities.

 >  It is hoped that around 5% of the population in each region will be reached through 

project dissemination activities, the equivalent of more than 800 000 citizens.

 >  Some 560 households and 240 companies or institutions are being encouraged to participate 

in the ‘Minus 10% action’, a campaign to reduce energy consumption which was launched 

in Gdansk, Poland, in May 2008.

Budget: €984 224 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Curbing energy 
consumption  
increases
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Integrated initiatives

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

COORDINATOR

Eriuccio Nora

Associazione Coordinamento Agende 21  

Locali Italiane, Italy

  +39 059209434 

  coordinamento.agenda21@provincia.modena.it 

  http://www.musecenergy.eu

PARTNERS

Ambiente Italia srl, Italy

Comune di Asti, Italy

Comune di Foggia, Italy

Comune di Ravenna, Italy

Stadtwerke Crailsheim GmbH, Germany

Steinbeis Forschungszentren GmbH, Germany

Green City Denmark A/S, Denmark

Kuben Byfornyelse Danmark A/S, Denmark

Dobrich Local Agency for Energy Management, 

Bulgaria

Ecofys BV, Netherlands

Dobrich Municipality (Dobrich), Bulgaria

Gemeente Breda, Netherlands

14

MUltiplying Sustainable Energy 
Communities – a blueprint for action
MUSEC 

Duration: 12/2006–5/2009

Objectives
The project’s main objective was to develop and implement a Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) 

strategy in seven European communities. Working in five different countries, the partners sought 

to integrate best practices in local energy policies, financing mechanisms and awareness-raising and 

dissemination programmes. 

An energy baseline assessment was to be developed for each partner community and successful best 

practices identified on energy. These practices should be easily replicated and adapted at the local 

level by the MUSEC communities, with local stakeholders and citizens. The final goal was to produce a 

‘Sustainable Energy Communities Blueprint’, with guidelines for other communities.

Results
 >  Creation and dissemination of a Sustainable Energy Community Blueprint, as a tool for 

other communities.

 >  Development of seven Sustainable Energy Community strategies and implementation of 

action plans in the communities involved in the project.

 >  Forging of solid partnerships and strengthening of existing ones between local stakeholders, 

for an effective implementation of the Sustainable Energy Community strategy.

 >  Setting up of one National Advisory Group in each of the countries participating in the 

project.

Budget: €1 681 084 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Seeking  
the multiplier 
effect

Curbing energy 
consumption  
increases
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Committed 
for the long 
term

COORDINATOR

Christian Nilsson

Dals-Eds Kommun, Sweden

  +46 53419000 

  christian.nilsson@dalsed.se 

  http://www.innovativethinking.eu

PARTNERS

Agenzia per l’energia e lo Sviluppo Sostenible  

di Modena, Italy

Aimag spa, Italy

Association Municipal Energy Efficiency Network 

EcoEnergy, Bulgaria

Ekodoma, Latvia

Fundación Cartif, Spain

Kommunalförbundet Dalsland/Energiråd  

Väst – Energy Agency of West Sweden, Sweden

Tanums Kommun, Sweden

Severn Wye Energy Agency Limited (SWEA), 

United Kingdom

Stroud District Council, United Kingdom

Swindon Borough Council, United Kingdom

Agencia Provincial de la Energia de Avila, Spain

Milieudienst Regio Eindhoven, Netherlands

SenterNovem, Netherlands

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

15

Actions and strategies  
for sustainable growth through 
community networking  
and Innovative Thinking 
INNOVATIVE THINKING

Duration: 12/2006–5/2009

Objectives
The basis for the project is the fact that building a sustainable future needs the involvement of 

politicians and decision-makers, as well as community market actors, utilities, and key energy users in 

the community. The partners in eight countries focus on overcoming existing barriers to sustainable 

development within the communities, so as to produce long-term commitments.

The aim is to establish and implement an action plan in each community. These would include concrete 

actions, such as investment plans, as well as information and training initiatives. The work will cover 

renewable energy, energy efficiency in buildings as well as industry and transport.

Results
 >  Community status reports, with an overview of the present energy situation and key 

barriers for sustainable development and energy savings have been developed.

 >  Community strategies for the transition towards a Sustainable Energy Community will be 

created.

 >  Community action plans will be adopted. These will include concrete actions to overcome 

the barriers to energy efficiency and renewable energy project implementation.

 >  Guidelines for community processes towards sustainable energy and energy saving in 

transport, housing and industry will be published together with a booklet featuring good 

examples.

Budget: €885 620 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Families 
for energy 
action

COORDINATOR

Edoardo Tognon

Agenzia Veneziana per l’Energia, Italy

  +39 0415094250 

  tognon@veneziaenergia.it 

  http://www.echoaction.net

PARTNERS

Agenzia Lucchese Energia Recupero Risorse, Italy

Banca Popolare Etica Società Cooperativa  

per Azioni, Italy

Comune di Bologna, Italy

Comune di Capannori, Italy

Comune di Venezia, Italy

Regionalna Agencia za Upravlenie  

na Energiata – Burgas, Bulgaria

Berliner Energieagentur GmbH (BE), Germany

Magvenezia Soc. coop. a.r.l., Italy

Kauno Panemunes Bendruomenes Centras, 

Lithuania

Kauno regioninė energetikos agentūra, Lithuania

Karlstads kommun, Sweden

Energy Solutions (North West London),  

United Kingdom

Sustainable Energy Action Ltd, United Kingdom

Agencia Municipal de Energía de Sintra, Portugal

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

16

Energy-Conscious HOuseholds  
in ACTION 
ECHO ACTION

Duration: 11/2006–4/2009

Objectives
The project sought to reduce the long-term energy consumption in 1 700 private households in seven 

European countries. It called on the active and voluntary involvement of families, who were divided into 

thematic working groups, as well as local economic actors and financial institutes, all coordinated by the 

local energy agency. 

The main objective was to encourage and ‘hand-hold’ participating families to adopt energy-efficient 

behaviour by implementing no-cost and low-cost energy saving measures; exploring the potential to 

retrofit their homes and to change their mobility patterns by making them more sustainable. Furthermore, 

the project created local networks between consumers and producers, retailers, handicrafts people and 

financing institutes in order to stimulate market uptake of energy efficiency products. 

Results
 >  Some 1 700 households made their lifestyles and energy consumption more sustainable, 

through high-efficiency technologies, renewable energy and alternative solutions for 

personal mobility.

 >  Retrofit work on families’ buildings and heating systems, and/or action promoting self-

production of energy at home and/or a major shift in personal mobility patterns.

 >  Creation of local networks of specialised market actors, such as RUE and RES technology 

suppliers, distributors and installers. They can be easily accessed via the project’s ‘yellow 

pages’ and can provide selected, reliable and ready-to-adopt solutions, as well as specialised 

financial packages supplied by ‘green’ or ‘ethical’ banks.

 >  Creation of at least 10 purchasing groups to negotiate better market prices for specific 

technologies and plants.

 >  Development of a consistent network of at least 40 cities, as project ‘observer partners’ 

willing to replicate the project in their own territory.

Budget: €1 374 942 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Learning 
by doing

COORDINATOR

Marco Italo Neri

Comune di Alessandria, Italy

  +39 0131515461 

  giuseppe.dago@comune.alessandria.it 

  http://www.energypractise.eu

PARTNERS

Collegio Costruttori Edili ed Affini della Provincia 

di Alessandria, Italy

Association d’Initiatives Locales pour l’Energie  

et l’Environnement, France

Centre d’Information sur l’Energie  

et l’Environnement, France

Conseil Général d’Ille et Vilaine, France

Ordine Degli Ingegneri Della Provincia  

di Alessandria, Italy

Provincia di Alessandria, Italy

Università degli studi del Piemonte Orientale 

‘A. Avogadro’ – Dipartimento di Scienze 

dell’Ambient, Italy

Transport & Travel Research, United Kingdom

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

17

Promoting Reproducible Actions  
in the Communities to Improve 
Sustainable Energy
PRACTISE

Duration: 1/2007–12/2009

Objectives
This project aims to develop and test a package of best practices for the creation and implementation 

of four Sustainable Energy Communities in the participating countries, namely La Coruna (ES), Ille-et-

Vilaine (FR), Alessandria (IT), and Ploiesti (RO). The consortium aims to achieve a 25% reduction in energy 

consumption as well as a 20–30% increase in renewable energy systems in the target communities by 

establishing local SEC Boards, developing an action plan and implementing measures during the lifetime 

of the project. 

Results
 >  Creation of local ‘SEC boards’. These are responsible for decisions on the energy action plan 

and long-term strategy covering all sectors, including buildings, transport and renewable 

energies.

 >  Development of an ‘energy action plan package’ that can be used throughout Europe.

 >  Lower energy bills for households and greater use of new intelligent energy technologies.

 >  Training of researchers, trainers, teachers, and experts and professionals working in the 

energy field to build a community of sustainable energy technicians.

Budget: €1 611 437 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Think global, 
act local

COORDINATOR

Isabel Brito

Diputación Provincial de Huelva, Spain

  +34 959494645 

  ibrito@diphuelva.org 

  http://energy21.diphuelva.es/

PARTNERS

Administrative Board of Province of Teramo, 

Italy

Anatoliki S.A. – Development Agency  

of Eastern Thessaloniki, Greece

Volos Municipal Enterprise for Urban Studies 

Construction & Development (Demekav), Greece

Union of Bulgarian Black Sea Local Authorities, 

Bulgaria

University of L’Aquila – Department  

of Mechanica, Energy and Management 

Engineering, Italy

Kauno regioninė energetikos agentūra, Lithuania

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

18

Strategy for energy sustainability 
and strengthening of the planning 
of the energy use in sustainable or 
potentially sustainable municipalities
ENERGY 21

Duration: 1/2007–6/2009

Objectives
In line with the long-established United Nations Agenda 21 programme, the project aims to strengthen 

energy sustainability at the local level. The partners from four countries are working to change the 

behaviour and daily habits of consumers and producers, while promoting more cooperation between 

everyone involved in energy generation, production and consumption.

In the areas covered by the project, experts carry out an energy diagnosis of domestic and community 

infrastructures and of various energy distributors, producers and consumers. They work together to 

develop an energy performance plan, which could also be taken up by other municipalities throughout 

Europe.

Results
 >  A European guide, to strengthen the development of the local Agenda 21 process in the 

energy field will be developed.

 >  A Performance Plan to strengthen the local Agenda 21 process in terms of energy and 

consumption will be defined.

 >  The current energy consumption and production, energy use and renewable energy in the 

project area has been defined, followed by the drafting of a report.

 >  Awareness and education programmes to foster behavioural changes that promote 

renewable energies are being organised.

Budget: €782 460 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives Maximising 
the benefits 
for all

COORDINATOR

Anke Merziger

B.&S.U. Beratungs- und Service Gesellschaft 

Umwelt mbH, Germany

  +49 303904254 

  amerziger@bsu-berlin.de 

  http://www.regioenergyprofit.eu

PARTNERS

LandesEnergieVerein Steiermark (LEV), Austria

Cluster Eco construction ASBL, Belgium

BAW Institut für regionale Wirtschaftsforschung 

GmbH, Germany

Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden (ESS), 

Sweden

Ecuba S.R.L., Italy

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Regional Energy Profit Clusters 
– economic growth, competitive 
advantages and employment 
incentives in regions through 
regional energy profit clusters 
REGIO ENERGY PROFIT

Duration: 10/2007–9/2009

Objectives
The project is working in its target areas to maximise the potential regional economic benefits that flow 

from sustainable energy systems. The underlying assumption is that sustainable energy concepts will  

find broader and greater support if they can be justified by proven benefits of this kind. 

The partners are developing strong cooperation throughout the energy-based regional value chain, 

including with regional authorities and energy agencies. Work includes optimising cluster management 

structures for sustainable energy systems and regional economic growth, employment and innovation, 

as well as identification of local best practices. 

Results
 >  A methodological framework has been developed to evaluate the economic growth, 

innovation and employment benefits of sustainable energy systems at regional level.

 >  Conclusions will be drawn on how to stimulate regional economic activities, value chains 

and supply networks in support of sustainable energy systems.

 >  Conclusions will be drawn on how to establish efficient and workable cluster management 

structures for further promotion of ‘Regional Energy Profit Clusters’.

 >  Regional actions will be implemented for suitable management structures, policy 

instruments, financial resources, training, communication and marketing activities.

 >  High recognition of the project’s ‘Regional Energy Profit Cluster’ concept (economic growth, 

employment and innovation) is expected throughout Europe.

Budget: €840 576 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Sharing  
insular 
expertise

COORDINATOR

Louise Lyng Bojesen

Bornholms Regionskommune, Denmark

  +45 56922059 

  louise.lyng.bojesen@brk.dk 

  http://www.transplanproject.eu

PARTNERS

Saare Maavalitsus, Estonia

Ålands Landskapsregering, Finland

Multiss S.p.A. – Punto Energia Provincia  

di Sassari, Italy

PlanEnergi, Denmark

Municipality of Gotland, Sweden

Western Isles Council (Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar) 

– Islenet, United Kingdom

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Transparent Energy Planning  
and Implementation 
TRANSPLAN

Duration: 9/2007–2/2010

Objectives
The project is focused on energy planning for local and regional communities that lack financial 

resources. It will demonstrate how they can simply collect data to determine energy balances and how 

they can draw up efficient plans to introduce the use of renewable energy sources. 

TransPlan aims to get all stakeholders working towards a common goal – including a 5% reduction 

in fossil fuel use by the project’s end. The final goal is to create long-term energy action plans and 

strategies for five islands. Included in these will be systematic monitoring of energy consumption, a 

demonstration of efficient processes and tools for dissemination activities.

Results
 >  Energy balances and action plans for five islands in five different countries will be made 

available.

 >  An Energy Planning Tool (EPT) is available for sharing with other European municipalities 

and regions.

 >  Platforms for implementation of energy actions and local implementation groups for each 

type of action on the five islands have been set up. 

 >  Trans-island implementation groups working in areas such as biogas, waste to energy, 

utilisation of solar and biomass in district heating and cooling, and local production of 

fuels for transport were launched.

 >  Observers from the islands Rügen (Germany), Hiiumaa (Estonia), Oland (Sweden) and three 

provinces in Sardinia are participating in the process and kept informed about the project’s 

methodology. The results are being presented in each of these observer-areas, in the hope 

that they too can develop and implement long-term sustainable energy strategies with 

high local involvement.

Budget: €714 324 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Seven 
steps to 
sustainability

COORDINATOR

Filip Johnsson

Chalmers University of Technology, Department 

of Energy and Environment, Sweden

  +46 317721449 

  filip.johnsson@chalmers.se 

  http://www.path2res.eu

PARTNERS

Communauté Urbaine de Dunkerque, France

Espace Eolien Développement, France

Fundación Comunidad Valenciana –  

Región Europea, Spain

Nuevas Tecnologías para la Distribución  

Activa de Energía, Spain

Göteborg Energi AB, Sweden

Projektinriktad Forskning & Utveckling  

i Göteborg AB, Sweden

Politechnika Gdańska, Poland

Susebeek Technical Consultants, Netherlands

New Energy Performance AS (Nepas), Norway

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

21

Pathways to Renewable  
and Efficient Energy Systems 
PATH-TO-RES

Duration: 11/2007–4/2010

Objectives
This project aims to develop a seven-step assessment tool based on real data from local and regional 

energy systems, by studying and assessing a number of case studies in European countries. 

The project will establish a detailed description of the present system, analyse the possibilities for, and 

technical and institutional barriers to the energy transformation process, and develop the bridging 

towards a more sustainable, renewable and efficient energy system.

To assess whether this tool will work well for sustainability, the partners intend to combine quantitative 

and qualitative analysis and to investigate and develop a methodology for each of the steps. The 

quantitative analysis will focus on energy systems, markets, technology assessment and assessment of 

goals and directives. The qualitative analysis will mainly focus on regional case studies, as well as the 

results from seminars and workshops with stakeholders.

Results
 >  An assessment methodology to evaluate and define pathways to renewable and efficient 

energy systems.

 >  Case studies, based on short-term results, on pathways to renewable and efficient energy 

systems.

 >  Preparation of assessment methodology for dissemination and sharing with other EU 

regions, calling on the project’s longer-term results.

Budget: €688 404 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

Building 
sustainability 
consensus

COORDINATOR

Michael Stöhr

BAUM Consult GmbH, Germany

  +49 89189350 

  m.stoehr@baumgroup.de 

  http://www.sec-project.eu

PARTNERS

Communauté de Communes de Feurs en Forez, 

France

Loirénergie, Agence Technique pour une Energie 

Respectueuse de l’Environnement, France

Landratsamt Ebersberg, Germany

Regionalverband Salzburger Seenland, Austria

Salzburger Institut für Raumordnung  

und Wohnbau, Austria

Instytut Paliw i Energii Odnawialnje, Poland

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

22

Sustainable Energy Citizenships 
SEC

Duration: 9/2007–5/2010

Objectives
This project aims to enhance the coherence of projects and activities, and to develop visions that will be 

shared by a broad range of key actors in a process that will ultimately deliver sustainable energy supply 

in four European regions. 

The partners will develop road maps for this purpose and set up formal energy citizenships. Work is 

also underway to provide comprehensive information on the project to key and market actors and 

the general public in four target areas in Germany, France, Austria, and Poland. The goal is to ensure 

successful continuity of the process in the medium and long term by building consensus on future 

activities. Project results will be shared throughout Europe.

Results
 >  Regional road maps for ambitious targets on sustainable energy supply.

 >  Implementation structures now established.

 >  Assessments and lists of potential measures in each region.

 >  ‘On the way to the 100% region’, guidebook in English and Polish.

 >  A range of information and dissemination materials.

Budget: €694 214 
(EU contribution: 50%)
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Dave Carter

Manchester City Council, United Kingdom

  +44 1612558111 

  d.carter@manchester.gov.uk 

  http://www.pepesec.eu

PARTNERS

Comune di Genova, Italy

Exallon Consultants M.E.P.E., Greece

Municipality of Amaroussion  

Development Company, Greece

Municipality of Thessaloniki, Greece

Malmö Kommun, Sweden

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council,  

United Kingdom

Manchester Enterprises Ltd (KC), United 

Kingdom

Kommunförbundet SkÅne (SEA), Sweden

Polish Institute for Sustainable Development 

(ISD), Poland

Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency (FEWE), 

Poland

Municipality of Murcia, Spain

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Partnership Energy Planning  
as a tool for realising European 
Sustainable Energy Communities 
PEPESEC

Duration: 1/2008–6/2010

Objectives
The project aims to support the emergence of European sustainable energy communities, calling on 

local community planning for the efficient supply, distribution and use of renewable energy sources and 

improved management of conventional energy. 

The partners want to learn from, and widen the use of, existing best practice on energy planning 

methodologies from Sweden and elsewhere in the EU. They want to develop these by adding innovative 

techniques to facilitate the involvement of all stakeholders with the potential to deliver an effective 

energy plan. 

Community needs and aspirations will be recognised and incorporated into energy plans that promote 

the wider benefits of a low-carbon economy. 

Results
 >  Interactive knowledge base, with over 150 case studies from all over Europe on best 

practice in building partnerships to achieve sustainable energy communities. The focus is 

on community engagement and behaviour change.

 >  Tool kit on practice and methodologies for engaging partners and stakeholders and 

building sustainable partnerships, plus sustainable energy action plans in participating city-

regions.

 >  Advice and guidance on how engagement approaches, from policy/strategy level to 

practical level, can best be used to stimulate partner/stakeholder engagement in three key 

areas: senior decision-makers, citizens and businesses.

 >  Identification of the way innovative digital technologies and applications can be used 

to improve energy planning, community and business involvement and wider behaviour 

change.

 >  Establishment of an effective dissemination and communications network through European 

local authorities and regional government agencies, coordinated through EUROCITIES.

Budget: €1 344 796 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Capitalising 
on case 
studies
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Hans Jacob Mydske

New Energy Performance AS, Norway

  +47 92600307 

  mydske@nepas.no 

  http://www.sec-bench.eu

PARTNERS

Centre for Renewable Energy Sources (CRES), 

Greece

Coalition of 21 Local Authorities of the North-

East Section of the Athens Prefecture, Greece

Baltic Sea Solutions, Denmark

Local Government Denmark, Denmark

Dobrich Local Agency for Energy Management, 

Bulgaria

Regione Lazio – Direzione Ambiente  

e Cooperazione tra i Popoli, Italy

Agder Energi Nettkonsult AS, Netherlands

Western Isles Council (Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar) 

– Islenet, United Kingdom

Agencija za prestrukturiranje energetike d.o.o., 

Slovenia

Istituto di Studi per l’Integrazione dei Sistemi 

(ISIS), Italy

The Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency 

(FEWE), Poland

Agência Regional de Energia e Ambiente  

do Centro, Portugal

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Sustainable Energy Communities – 
Benchmarking of energy and climate 
performance indicators on the web 
SEC-BENCH

Duration: 11/2007–4/2010

Objectives
The main objective of the SEC-BENCH project is the development of a web-based tool to help 

municipalities to realise their potential in terms of energy savings and conversion to renewable  

energy sources.

The partners are working to achieve this by establishing national thematic networks in the seven partner 

countries, involving as many municipalities as possible in each one. They also intend to carry out pilot 

energy and climate plans, to develop energy performance indicators and a web-based benchmarking 

scheme. Finally, they will organise a series of dissemination activities to involve all relevant stakeholders 

at local, regional, national and international level.

Results
 >  Investigation of existing solutions, and development of a web-based benchmark tool for 

municipal energy and climate indicators.

 >  Establishment and/or operation of national thematic networks in seven partner countries.

 >  Review of existing planning models as well as publication of a practical guide on local 

energy planning.

 >  Presentation of relevant indicators and preparation of a proposal for data collection 

routines and data processing.

Budget: €838 669 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Benchmarking  
success
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

John Psarras

National Technical University of Athens, Greece

  +30 2107723551 

  john@epu.ntua.gr 

  http://sustainablemountains.epu.ntua.gr

PARTNERS

Syndicat Mixte de Gestion du Parc Naturel 

Régional des Monts d’Ardèche, France

Rouge Vallavalitsus, Estonia

Rhônalpénergie-Environnement (RAEE), France

Energy Centre of Western Thessaly, Greece

Energieagentur Obersteiermark, Austria

European Renewable Energy Council, Belgium

Sofia Energy Agency, Bulgaria

Energetski Institut Hrvoje Pozar (EIHP), Croatia

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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RES and RUE stimulation  
in Mountainous-agricultural 
communities towards sustainable 
development 
MOUNTAIN-RES/RUE

Duration: 12/2007–11/2009

Objectives
The project’s main objective is to stimulate renewable energy sources and the rational use of energy 

in four local agricultural communities located in mountainous regions. The partners will analyse the 

needs and potential of these communities, before identifying relevant new technologies and land use 

planning. 

Specific objectives include the identification of viable and socially useful RES and RUE project opportunities 

and the preparation of a guide for self-sufficient energy communities. There are also plans to launch the 

first European ‘sustainable energy network in mountainous-agricultural communities’.

Results
 >  The state of play of RES and RUE in the participating communities was analysed and best 

practice examples on implemented techniques were collected.

 >  The needs and prospects for RES and RUE market growth in the communities were 

demonstrated.

 >  RES and RUE project ideas for implementation in each community will be identified and put 

into place.

 >  A guide for self-sufficient energy communities will be published.

 >  The design for a sustainable energy network in mountainous-agricultural communities will 

be presented.

Budget: €647 857 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Quest 
for peak 
performance
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Marco Cardinaletti

Comune di Ancona, Italy

  +39 0712222673 

  marco.cardinaletti@comune.ancona.it 

  http://www.easyaction.eu

PARTNERS

Municipality of Sykies, Greece

County of Split and Dalmatia, Croatia

Regione Marche – P.F. Aree protette, Protocollo  

di Kyoto, Riqualificazione urbana, Italy

SVIM – Sviluppo Marche S.p.A. – Società 

Unipersonale, Italy

Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana – Region 

Europea, Spain

Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities and Towns, 

Italy

Ayuntamiento de Vila Real, Spain

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

26

Energy Actions and Systems for  
the Mediterranean local communities 
EASY

Duration: 12/2007–11/2009

Objectives
The project has its origins in the premise that Mediterranean communities have great potential for 

sustainable development. The partners are working to improve local production of renewable energies, 

energy efficiency, and to achieve wide-scale sustainable management in decentralised and remote 

settlements in this region. 

The general objective is to define and disseminate a standardised model of local-based energy systems 

for small and medium-sized remote urban areas – including islands and favourite tourist areas in 

Mediterranean regions. The focus is on growth of sustainable energy. The model is being applied and 

tested in four Mediterranean locations.

Results
 >  A model sustainable energy system integrating supply and management for local 

decentralised and remote areas will be developed and local energy plans launched in each 

community.

 >  Local community educational programmes on the energy planning and management 

processes are being set up.

 >  A progressive revitalisation of the energy market’s basic conditions at local and regional 

levels, starting with the improvement of technical know-how and market viability in the 

communities. 

Budget: €616 296 
(EU contribution: 49%)

Waving 
the flag for 
sustainability
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Anke Merziger

B.&S.U. Beratungs- und Service Gesellschaft 

Umwelt mbH, Germany

  +49 30390454 

  amerziger@bsu-berlin.de 

  http://www.energyneighbourhoods.eu

PARTNERS

Tipperary Energy Agency Ltd, Ireland

Agenzia per L’Energia E Lo Sviluppop Sostenible, 

Italy

prioriterre, France

Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen vzw, Belgium

Energy Agency of Plovdiv (EAP), Bulgaria

Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana Region 

Europea, Spain

Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden (ESS), 

Sweden

Severn Wye Energy Agency Limited (SWEA), 

United Kingdom

Ecuba S.R.L., Italy

Agencia Energètica de la Ribera, Spain

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

27

‘Bet to win!’ – the climate 
competition between municipalities 
and their citizens 
ENERGY NEIGHBOURHOOD

Duration: 10/2007–4/2010

Objectives
The project’s overall objective is to bring the Kyoto Protocol closer to people, right into their living 

rooms, and into their community. For that purpose, the partners are organising a ‘bet’ in each country, 

between a selected community and its citizens. 

Groups of households, the ‘Energy Neighbourhoods’, are being set up. They must try to save as much 

heat and electricity as possible during the six-month period of the bet. They are supported by volunteer 

‘Energy Masters’, who are specially trained under the project to share their knowledge of energy 

efficiency with households. The community will present an award to each Energy Neighbourhood that 

saves 8% or more energy in the given time.

Results
 >  Transfer of successful forerunner Flemish project ‘Klimaatwijken’ to new countries and its 

extension in Belgium is being achieved.

 >  Energy Neighbourhoods (with around 8 to 12 households) in each of the eight countries in 

the project have been set up.

 >  Energy savings of at least 8% as an outcome of the ‘bet’ in each neighbourhood, equivalent 

to up to 7 704 000 kWh throughout the project, plus cost savings of up to €250 099 over six 

months and CO2 reductions of up to 4 730 tonnes are expected.

 >  ‘Energy Masters’ who support the Energy Neighbourhoods were identified and successfully 

trained.

 >  Local climate debate, where participants can challenge the authorities in their energy-

saving efforts and policies will be launched.

Budget: €1 198 331 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Beating  
the odds
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Cristina Martellini

Regione Marche – Servizio Agricoltura, 

Forestazione e Pesca, Italy

  +39 0718063654 

  cristina.martellini@regione.marche.it 

  http://www.radarproject.eu

PARTNERS

MTÜ Setomaa Valdade Litt, Estonia

Tallinnna Tehnikaülikool, Estonia

Agricultural University – Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Energy Agency of Plovdiv (EAP), Bulgaria

Development Agency North – DAN Ltd, Croatia

Sviluppo Marche S.p.A. – Società Unipersonale, 

Italy

Università Politecnica delle Marche, Italy

Rigas Menedzeru Skola, Latvia

Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden (ESS), 

Sweden

The Marches Energy Agency Limited,  

United Kingdom

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Raising awareness on renewable 
energy developing agro-energetic 
chain models 
RADAR

Duration: 11/2007–10/2009

Objectives
Made up of 11 partners from seven EU countries, RADAR aims to promote energy citizenship by setting 

up Rural Sustainable Energy Communities. These can facilitate the adoption by local communities of 

renewable energy and energy efficiency measures and prepare the way for large-scale investments in 

these fields. 

The project concentrates on the implementation of awareness-raising activities. The creation of Rural 

SECs enables the use of a bottom-up approach and adjustment of the activities to meet the needs of the 

areas concerned. The partners plan to describe the pilot areas, define Agro-Energetic Chain Models and 

carry out a feasibility study.

Results
 >  A transnational Pilot Areas Network (PAN) has been set up. This enables the communities 

to share best practices and exchange data for the implementation of Agro-Energetic Chain 

Studies.

 >  Partners have completed a description of the pilot areas and are producing Agro-Energetic 

Chain Models for each one, based on a maps database that includes information on energy 

consumption and biomass availability.

 >  Feasibility studies will be carried out to check the efficiency and effectiveness of the Agro-

Energetic Chain Models and agro-energetic chains agreements made among stakeholders 

involved in each Rural SEC.

Budget: €865 968 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Model 
behaviour
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Erik Alsema

W/E Adviseurs, Netherlands

  +31 306778777 

  alsema@w-e.nl 

  http://www.enpire.eu

PARTNERS

National University of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland

Gerry Cahill Architects, Ireland

City of Casale Monferrato, Italy

Communauté d’Agglomération  

Chalon-Val-de-Bourgogne, France

Synagir, France

Mepco s. r. o., Czech Republic

STÚ-K, a.s., Czech Republic

Cenergia Energy Consultants (Cenergia), 

Denmark

European Green Cities ApS, Denmark

Kuben Byfornyelse Danmark A/S, Denmark

Softech Energia Tecnologia Ambiente s.r.l., Italy

Agencia Provincial de la Energía de Ávila (APEA), 

Spain

Besel. S.A., Spain

Gemeente Breda, Netherlands

Municipality of Arnhem, Netherlands

Stichting WonenBreburg, Netherlands

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Energy and Urban Planning  
In Restructuring Areas 
ENPIRE

Duration: 1/2008–12/2009

Objectives
The project will evaluate the state of the art in energy and urban planning in participating countries, so 

as to gain and share experience on policy benchmarking. 

The project will generate recommendations and guidelines for local policy processes, which will be used 

in seven case studies in areas being redeveloped. The partners have adopted an active dissemination 

policy and will focus on local target groups in all EU-27 Member States, while paying particular attention 

to the local situation in eastern Europe. The outcome of local case studies will generate conclusions and 

recommendations for future projects, to be presented at an international symposium and nationally by 

participants.

Results
 >  Guidelines on energy and urban planning, in particular, covering aims and legislation, 

concept development and implementing agreements. 

 >  Testing of guidelines in seven local case studies and subsequent refining of them for 

dissemination to a wider European audience.

Budget: €1 109 210 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Constructive 
assistance
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Bojan Vogrinčič

Local Energy Agency Pomurje, Martjanci, 

Slovenia

  +386 25381354 

  bojan@lea-pomurje.si 

  http://www.nimsec.info

PARTNERS

Municipality of Karlovo, Bulgaria

Regional Energy Agency of Pazardjik, Bulgaria

Koncar, Household Appliances Ltd, Croatia

Regional Development Agency of the County  

of Medjimurje, Croatia

Soluciones Renovables, Spain

Universidad de Salamanca, Spain

Association of Municipalities and Towns  

of Slovenia, Slovenia

Smart House, Martjanci institute for research 

and sustainable development, Slovenia

Agencia Provincial de la Energie de Cadiz, Spain

>  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
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Novel and Integrated Model  
of Sustainable Energy Communities 
NIMSEC

Duration: 1/2008–2/2010

Objectives
Targeting more than 20 local communities in four European regions, NIMSEC is trying to resolve a series 

of locally identified problems related to energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. 

Following analysis of the local framework conditions and data collected during energy audits, the partners 

will engage in concrete pilot actions aimed at creating a novel, proactive and broadly supported type 

of Sustainable Energy Community. Actions are designed to bring down the local market and training 

and awareness barriers to energy efficiency and renewable sources of energy. They will focus on sectors 

ranging from local administrations to industry and/or agriculture and the general public.

Results
 >  Fully formulated integrated plans and strategies for four Sustainable Energy Communities, 

directly reaching a dozen local administrations, will be developed.

 >  Pilot projects for a Smart Energy Efficiency House/Corners in the form of a permanent 

exhibition will be set up.

 >  Soft commercial loans and voluntary commercial agreements will be launched.

 >  Basic and advanced courses for university students and technicians, on energy efficiency 

and renewable energies will be designed.

Budget: €756 382 
(EU contribution: 49%)

Breaking  
through  
barriers

Constructive 
assistance
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Olivia Liebert

Industrie- und Handelskammer Potsdam, 

Germany

  +49 3312786241 

  liebert@potsdam.ihk.de 

  http://www.setcom-project.eu

PARTNERS

Pohjois-Karjalan Ammattikorkeakoulu, Finland

Rhônalpénergie-Environnement (RAEE), France

Agrar Plus Beteiligungsgesellschaft m.b.H., 

Austria

Wirtschaft-, Innovations- und 

Tourismusförderung Oberhavel GmbH, Germany

SVIM – Sviluppo Marche S.p.A. – Società 

Unipersonale, Italy

Valsts sabiedriba ar ierobezotu atbildibu  

‘Vides projekti’, Latvia

Agência para a Energia (Adene), Portugal

Mednarodni inštitut za turizem pri Nacionalnem 

turističnem združenju, Slovenia

Agencia Provincial de la Energia de Avila, Spain

Thermokoitida Neon Epichiriseon Chanion (TEE), 

Greece
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Sustainable Energy in Tourism 
dominated Communities 
SETCOM

Duration: 10/2008–3/2011

Objectives
The project aims to build up and promote 10 communities from 10 countries as pioneers for sustainable 

energy use in the tourism sector. Target groups include all tourism stakeholders, including companies, 

administrations, employees and tourists themselves. 

Throughout the project, target groups will learn how they can reduce energy consumption and CO2 

emissions via seminars, campaigns, energy tours and other information material. The partner will also 

set up action plans to develop sustainable energy use in tourism in the target communities. The project’s 

objectives coincide with the scope of the EU Action Plan for more Sustainable European Tourism.

Results
 >  The collection of sustainable traffic concepts and case studies is under way. 

 >  Awareness-raising activities for tourists on their energy consumption during their holidays, 

thanks to energy tours, as well as for tourism facilities are currently being planned.

 >  Reduced energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions in the tourism sector in 

10 communities, through the definition and approval of clear energy action plans, are 

expected at the end of the project.

 >  An increase in use of renewable energy sources in the communities is expected.

Budget: €1 383 586 
(EU contribution: 75%)

Encouraging 
virtuous 
vacations
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Holger Robrecht

International Council for Local Environmental 

Initiatives ICLEI – European Secretariat, Germany

  +49 76136892-0 

  holger.robrecht@iclei.org 

  http://www.iclei-europe.org/sustainable-now

PARTNERS

Climate Alliance/Klima-Bündnis/Alianza  

del Clima e.V., Germany

ecovision GmbH, Gesellschaft für erneuerbare 

Energien & Umwelt, Germany

Landeshauptstadt München, Referat  

für Gesundheit und Umwelt, Germany

Banca Popolare Etica Scpa, Italy

Comune di Bologna, Area Urbanistica Ambiente 

e Mobilità, Settore Ambiente e Verde Urbano, 

Unità I, Italy

Comune di Rosignano Marittimo, Italy

Comunitá Montana – Associazione Comuni  

del Trasimeno, Italy

Miskolc Megyei Jogú Város Önkormányzata, 

Hungary

Municipality of Bourgas, Bulgaria

Stadt Ludwigsburg, Germany

Provincia di Siena, Italy

Woking Borough Council, United Kingdom

Coordinamento Agende 21 Locali Italiane, Italy

Trecodome, Netherlands
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European Sustainable Energy 
Communities – effective Integrated 
Local Energy Action today 
SUSTAINABLE NOW

Duration: 9/2008–8/2011

Objectives
Over a period of three years, the project will work towards building local capacity development for 

integrated energy management and implementation of local energy action plans. It will strengthen 

the role of local and provincial governments and political and administrative bodies, while guiding 

communities in the sustainable energy transition period. 

The partners will address non-technical aspects, capacity building, peer exchange and reviews in order 

to create an environment of tangible and long-term sustainable results with an extensive audience of 

local and regional actors. 

Results
 >  Two Europe-wide Circles of Learning and Excellence have been set up.

 >  The Circles of Learning cities have started to develop their local energy action plans and 

established management structures for these.

 >  The Circles of Learning cities have organised energy weeks to include their communities.

 >  The capacity of local governments will be improved and an energy guidance package with 

instruments will be developed.

Budget: €1 454 863 
(EU contribution: 75%)

Guiding 
governments 
and 
communities

ProjectReport_6.indd   37 18/06/09   10:33:33

mailto:holger.robrecht@iclei.org
http://www.iclei-europe.org/sustainable-now


Projectreport

Project Report, N°6 – April  2009 – page 38

Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Christophe Frering

Energie-Cités, France

  +33 140350761 

  christophe.frering@energie-cites.eu 

  http://www.energymodel.eu

PARTNERS

Porsenna o.p.s., Czech Republic

Association Municipal Energy Efficiency Network 

EcoEnergy, Bulgaria

Centre for Energy Efficiency (EnEffect), Bulgaria, 

Energetski Institut Hrvoje Pozar (EIHP), Croatia

Socialas Ekonomikas Fonds, Latvia

Kaunas Regional Energy Agency, Lithuania

Asociatia Oraşe Energie România, Romania

Razvojna Agencija Sinergija d.o.o., Slovenia

Association of Municipalities Polish Network 

‘Energie Cités’ (PNEC), Poland
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Management of Domains related  
to Energy in Local authorities 
MODEL

Duration: 9/2007–2/2010

Objectives
The project aims to help 34 local authorities from eight new EU Member States and candidate countries 

to become energy models for citizens and other municipalities. The partners assist these municipalities 

with planning, implementing and evaluating activities to improve local energy efficiency, focused on 

their overall process management, and improve practical capacities at both individual (municipalities) 

and collective (networks) levels. 

Activities will include preparing the ground for Sustainable Energy Communities, by establishing a 

Common Framework Methodology for Municipal Energy Programmes. The best MODEL Energy Manager 

and/or the best MODEL Shining Example will be awarded.

Results
 >  Forty-two cities (around 2.2 million citizens) have decided to become MODEL pilot cities and 

to change their city’s image by leading their citizens in the fight against energy wasting.

 >  The first MODEL award has been presented.

 >  Activities such as Municipal Energy Programmes and annual Action Plans in at least 34 pilot 

municipalities will be implemented, aimed at saving at least 10% of the energy consumed 

in municipal properties.

 >  Awareness-raising events and activities for all local stakeholders and citizens concerning 

possible sustainable actions in the field of energy. 

 >  Energy Managers/Units in local authorities will be appointed and/or strengthened.

 >  A replicable common methodology (tool) influencing the process management will be 

created, used in the respective countries and promoted by national applicants. 

 >  In all countries, sustainable collective capacities (such as networks) will be established to 

inform local authorities, initiate, coordinate and support municipal projects, and train 

energy managers.

Budget: €1 731 008 
(EU contribution: 50%)

Setting 
a good 
example
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Integrated initiatives

COORDINATOR

Nicole Solomons

Marches Energy Agency Limited,  

United Kingdom

  +44 1743277109 

  nicole.solomons@mea.org.uk 

  http://www.sechurba.eu

PARTNERS

University College Dublin, Ireland

Alesa – Agenzia Locale per l’Energia  

e lo Sviluppo Ambientale, Italy

Centre for Renewable Energy Sources (CRES), 

Greece

Municipality of Athens Development Agency SA, 

Greece

Cenergia Energy Consultants (Cenergia), 

Denmark

ÉMI – non-profit company for quality control  

and innovation in building, Hungary

Szentendre Város Önkormányzata, Hungary

Union of Bulgarian Black Sea Local Authorities, 

Bulgaria

Provincia di Chieti, Italy

Viveca SRL, Italy

Shropshire County Council, United Kingdom

Istituto Tecnologie Applicate ai Beni Culturali 

ITABC – CNR (ConsiglioNazionale delle Ricerche), 

Italy
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Sustainable Energy Communities  
Historic URBan Areas 
SECHURBA

Duration: 9/2008–2/2011

Objectives
This project aims to look at historic buildings on a community level. The partners intend to develop ways 

to encourage energy efficiency practices and renewable energy systems in these communities as well 

as best practice examples to encourage other communities and local actors and policymakers to follow 

suit. 

Specific objectives include a 40% reduction in CO2 emissions in the studied buildings and communities, 

funding guidelines and secure funding commitments, and the creation of a route map for policymakers, 

so-called ‘Historic Community Climate Change Strategies’. The partners will also produce a best practice 

guide and a software tool for choosing appropriate intervention in historic buildings. 

Results
 >  Historic Community Climate Change Strategies (to be developed).

 >  Target of 40% reduction in CO2 emissions in studied buildings and communities to be 

reached.

 >  Historic Community Climate Change Strategies – route map for policymakers (taking into 

account the particular historic context in the target communities).

 >  SECHURBA Guide, including best practice and identification of barriers and prospects for 

sustainable energy intervention, to be drafted. 

 >  A software tool for choosing appropriate intervention in historic buildings, designed for 

use by planners, architects, surveyors and decision-makers in historic communities and 

buildings. 

Budget: €981 441 
(EU contribution: 75%)

Help for 
historic 
communities
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Intelligent Energy – Europe programme
Learn more about the Intelligent Energy – Europe programme online 

(http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentenergy).

The site provides guidance on how to apply for funding 

(http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/index_en.htm)  

and how to implement your project once you get funding  

(http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/implementation/index_en.htm).

The Executive Agency for Competitiveness  
and Innovation
Find out about the EACI, the Agency that manages  

the IEE programme, online (http://ec.europa.eu/eaci/).

European Commission –  
Energy and Transport
More information about what the European Commission 

is doing in the field of energy and transport is available online  

(http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.htm).

Find out more 
online
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Sustainable Energy Communities

Common actions  
for common goals 
As climate change and the security of energy supply increasingly dominate the headlines, the need 

to move European communities towards a low-carbon future becomes more obvious by the day. The 

European Union’s main response is contained in its recently adopted climate action and renewable 

energy package, which sets ambitious targets on cutting greenhouse gases, boosting energy efficiency 

and increasing the use of renewable energy sources at EU and national levels by 2020. 

Many of the same objectives underpin Intelligent Energy – Europe (IEE). Launched in 2003, this EU 

support programme focuses on delivering more renewable energy and energy efficiency to end-users. 

This brochure features 34 projects funded under the IEE’s Sustainable Energies Communities (SEC) 

component, highlighting the work and achievements of local and regional communities across Europe 

in the field of sustainable energy. 

http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentenergy

e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c y

f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  &  i n n o v a t i o n  
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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