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Key figures on European business 
with a special feature on the recession

This publication summarises the main features of 

European business and its different activities in a 

concise and simple manner. It consists of three main 

parts. The first chapter presents a special feature 

on the global financial and economic crisis, looking 

at how the recession affected the EU’s business 

economy. The second presents an overview of the 

EU’s business economy based on structural business 

statistics (SBS). It provides details concerning the 

relative importance of the business economy 

and results from a number of SBS development 

projects, for example, statistics relating to business 

demography, or the role of foreign-controlled 

enterprises within the EU’s business economy, 

before detailing patterns of specialisation and 

concentration. The third chapter presents a sectoral 

analysis looking in more detail at specific sectors 

within the EU’s business economy on the basis of 

a comprehensive set of key variables, describing 

monetary and employment characteristics, as well as 

a set of derived indicators, for example, productivity 

and profitability measures, also at a more detailed 

activity level, as well as by Member States.

This publication presents only a small selection of 

the SBS data available. Readers who are interested 

in knowing more about SBS, who would like to 

download the latest publications free-of-charge, 

or who would like to access the most recent data, 

are encouraged to consult the structural business 

statistics dedicated section. Data codes presented 

as part of the source under each table/figure can be 

used within the search facility provided at the top of 

the data navigation tree on Eurostat’s website to gain 

access to the freshest statistics available.

  http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/

 
europeanbusiness 
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Indicator Units Value

Number of enterprises thousands 1 240

Persons employed thousands 12 212

Turnover EUR million 1 844 222

Value added EUR million 687 260

Gross operating surplus EUR million 315 363

Investment EUR million 174 923

Employment % 9.1

Value added (1) % 11.4

Investment % 14.8

Apparent labour productivity EUR 1 000/person 56.3

Average personnel costs EUR 1 000/person 33.6

Gross operating rate % 17.1

SME share of value added % 35.5

SME share of employment % 47.8

Share of non-financial business economy:

Table 3.14:  Key indicators, transport, storage and 

communication, EU-27, 2007

(1) 2006.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all, sbs_sc_indic)

Largest Member 

States

Share of

EU-27 (%)

Most specialised 

Member States

Share of non-

financial business

economy (%)

United Kingdom 18.6 Latvia 12.6

Germany 17.8 Finland 12.5

France 14.6 Luxembourg 11.9

Italy 11.1 Lithuania 11.2

Spain 9.1 Sweden 11.0

Persons employed (2)Value added

Table 3.15:  Concentration and specialisation, transport, 

storage and communication, 2007 (1)

(1) Malta, not available; Cyprus and Poland, provisional.
(2) Ireland, 2006.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)

In 2007 the United Kingdom had the largest transport, storage and 

communications sector in value added terms, while in employ-

ment terms Latvia and Finland were the most specialised in this 

sector, followed by Luxembourg.
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Figure 3.19:  Productivity and personnel costs, EU-27, 2006 

(EUR 1 000/person)

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Transport via

        pipelines

Telecom. (1)

Water transport

Air transport

    Support. & auxiliary

transport activities (2)
    Transport, storage &

communication TOTAL

Rail transport

Other land transport

Post & courier

     activities (3)

Apparent labour productivity

Average personnel costs

(1) Average personnel costs, 2006.
(2) Includes rounded estimates based on non-confi dential data.
(3) 2006.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)

In value added terms the largest subsectors were other land trans-

port (mainly road transport of goods and passengers), supporting 

and auxiliary transport activities (such as warehousing, operation of 

terminals, and travel agents), and telecommunications (see Figure 

3.18). Th e subsectors recorded very diff erent levels of apparent la-

bour productivity in the EU-27, with productivity particularly high 

for transport via pipelines and for telecommunications. Average 

personnel costs ranged from EUR 26 200 per employee for other 

land transport to EUR 61 900 per employee for air transport.

Th e EU-27 gross operating rate (see Figure 3.21) shows a wide 

diversity between subsectors, with particularly high values for 

transport via pipelines and telecommunications. In 2007 only 

three transport, storage and communication subsectors recorded 

a gross operating rate below the non-fi nancial business economy 

average (11.1 %), with air transport the lowest at just 4.8 %.

Generally, the level of investment in the transport, storage and 

communication sector is high, with an overall investment rate for 

the EU-27 of 25.5 % in 2007 (see Figure 3.22) well above the non-

fi nancial business economy average in 2006 of 18.2 %. Th e water 

transport subsector had the highest rate, with tangible investment 

equivalent to more than half its value added.
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Figure 3.20:  Wage adjusted labour productivity, transport,  

storage and communication, 2007 (1)

(%)

(1) Malta, not available; Poland, provisional.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)
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Figure 3.21:  Gross operating rate, EU-27, 2007 

(%)
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Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)

Figure 3.22:  Investment rate, EU-27, 2007  

(%)
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Largest Member 

States

Share of

EU-27 (%)

Most specialised 

Member States

Share of non-

financial business

economy (%)

France 16.9 Latvia 7.4

United Kingdom 14.7 Lithuania 7.3

Germany 13.8 Luxembourg 6.6

Italy 11.3 Slovakia 6.4

Spain 11.2 Poland 6.3

Germany 28.0 Cyprus 2.2

United Kingdom 12.0 Denmark 0.7

Denmark 11.8 Finland 0.7

Italy 11.5 Greece 0.7

Netherlands 10.5 Sweden 0.6

United Kingdom 27.7 Luxembourg 1.8

France 21.1 Cyprus 1.0

Netherlands 10.3 Finland 0.5

Spain 9.1 United Kingdom 0.5

Italy 8.6 France 0.5

Germany 24.9 Cyprus 3.3

United Kingdom 21.8 Latvia 2.9

France 11.9 Estonia 2.8

Italy 10.5 Germany 2.6

Spain 9.0 Austria 2.5

United Kingdom 19.8 Finland 3.1

Germany 18.3 Belgium 3.1

France 15.0 Germany 2.9

Italy 12.0 Denmark 2.8

Spain 8.5 Sweden 2.8

Post & telecommunications (64)

Persons employed (2)Value added

Support. & auxiliary transp. activities (63)

Air transport (62)

Land transport (60)

Water transport (61)

Table 3.16:  Concentration and specialisation, 2007 (1)

(1) Malta, not available; Cyprus and Poland, provisional.
(2) Land transport: Ireland, 2006. Water transport: Portugal, Slovakia and Slovenia, 2006; 

Ireland and the Netherlands, not available. Air transport: Portugal, Slovakia and Slovenia, 
2006; Czech Republic, Ireland and the Netherlands, not available. Supporting and 
auxiliary transport activities, and post and telecommunications: Ireland and Czech 
Republic, 2006.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)
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Financial intermediation

SBS in the area of fi nancial intermediation diff er from those for 

the non-fi nancial business economy. Credit institutions are under-

takings whose business is to receive deposits or other repayable 

funds from the public and grant credits for their own account. Net 

interest (the interest margin) is compiled from interest and simi-

lar income less interest payable and similar charges. Net commis-

sions are compiled from commissions receivable less commissions 

payable. Th e balance sheet total shown in Table 3.17 represents 

the total assets or the total liabilities as recorded on the balance 

sheet. Capital and reserves in EU-27 credit institutions exceeded 

EUR 2.2 thousand billion in 2007.

Insurance cover can be distinguished between life and non-life; 

in some Member States composite insurance enterprises are com-

mon, providing both life and non-life cover. One measure oft en 

used to indicate the size of insurance activity is the value of gross 

premiums written: this comprises all amounts due during the fi -

nancial year in respect of insurance contracts regardless of the fact 

that such amounts may relate in whole or in part to a later fi nancial 

year. Relative to population, the level of gross premiums written 

was highest in Luxembourg both for life and non-life insurance 

(see Table 3.18).

In the frame of prudential supervision, pension funds are obliged 

to submit comprehensive sets of data to the supervisory authori-

ties and SBS on pension funds are to a large extent based on this 

information; offi  cial statistics on autonomous pension funds are 

currently only available for a limited set of countries (see Table 

3.19). Th e information presented indicates that the United King-

dom, Greece, the Netherlands and Spain were among the Mem-

ber States where this activity was most important; no recent data 

are available for a number of countries known to be particularly 

specialised in this activity, for example, Ireland. Th e number of 

active members includes persons whose pension schemes are un-

der the administration of pension funds; this excludes the number 

of deferred members and retired persons. Pension contributions 

receivable are those due during the fi nancial year, regardless of na-

ture. Total expenditure on pensions includes all kinds of expendi-

ture to the members of the pension scheme and their dependants, 

outgoing transfers, etc.
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(EUR 

billion)

(% of

GDP)

BE 7.4 3.0 45.4 1 297.1 387

BG 1.1 0.3 4.0 30.2 105

CZ 3.1 1.3 9.3 130.6 103

DK 7.7 2.6 51.2 930.5 410

DE 63.4 28.3 276.3 7 760.8 320

EE 0.4 0.1 2.7 20.7 132

IE 12.8 3.3 74.4 1 337.4 705

EL 8.5 1.8 23.5 383.5 169

ES 33.7 14.0 206.3 2 945.3 280

FR 19.8 23.9 284.1 6 352.1 335

IT 32.8 19.9 276.6 2 679.9 187

CY 1.2 0.3 7.4 75.0 511

LV 0.7 0.2 2.8 30.6 145

LT 0.5 0.2 2.3 23.7 83

LU 3.4 3.1 38.3 915.4 2 444

HU 2.9 0.9 7.9 79.9 90

MT : : : : :

NL 14.7 5.6 176.8 2 204.2 388

AT 7.3 4.2 61.1 882.4 326

PL 6.1 2.7 21.5 210.2 68

PT 6.0 2.3 35.4 440.0 270

RO 2.1 1.2 7.5 74.8 60

SI 0.6 0.3 2.7 29.3 102

SK 0.9 0.3 : 37.8 85

FI 3.6 1.1 22.4 287.8 160

SE 6.0 3.1 71.9 821.9 248

UK 61.0 38.7 559.0 10 503.6 514

NO 5.9 1.4 30.1 510.3 180

CH 0.6 12.6 87.5 1 307.7 419

Net 

interest

Net 

commissions

Total of 

capital & 

reserves 

Balance sheet 

total (CI)

Table 3.17:  Credit institutions (banks): key indicators, 2007 (1)

(EUR billion)

(1) Slovakia and Switzerland, 2006; Italy, Hungary and Slovenia, 2005; Cyprus, excluding 
other credit granting; Luxembourg, excluding other monetary intermediation.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_cre_tent, nama_gdp_c)
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(EUR million)

(EUR/

inhabitant) (EUR million)

(EUR/

inhabitant)

BE 20 859 1 984.4 10 630 1 011.3

BG 120 15.7 649 84.5

CZ 1 940 188.6 2 836 275.7

DK 12 101 2 229.6 6 008 1 107.0

DE 75 170 913.2 92 228 1 120.4

EE 180 134.3 238 177.1

IE : : : :

EL 2 251 202.3 1 851 166.4

ES 23 704 533.0 31 955 718.5

FR : : : :

IT 63 588 1 075.4 38 568 652.2

CY 405 519.7 381 489.3

LV 52 23.0 381 167.1

LT 204 60.3 357 105.4

LU 11 575 24 675.6 1 372 2 924.8

HU 2 009 199.5 1 605 159.5

MT : : : :

NL 25 758 1 576.9 20 033 1 226.4

AT 7 136 864.5 8 550 1 035.8

PL 5 418 142.0 4 216 110.5

PT 13 081 1 234.1 6 216 586.5

RO 328 15.2 1 825 84.6

SI : : 1 283 638.3

SK 619 114.9 759 140.8

FI 2 784 527.6 3 272 620.1

SE 9 519 1 044.5 10 698 1 173.9

UK : : : :

IS 33 111.0 337 1 124.1

NO 8 405 1 796 3 827 817.6

Non-life insuranceLife insurance

Table 3.18:  Insurance gross premiums written, 2007 (1)

(1) Including life and non-life business of composites; Belgium, Denmark, Greece, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Slovakia and Iceland, 2006.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_ins_5a, demo_ppavg)
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From 

members

From 

employers

BE 119 619 1 097 374

BG 55 24 27 595

CZ 971 185 511 3 971

DK : : : :

DE : : : :

EE 64 0 12 554

IE : : : :

EL 15 504 14 874 33 330 20

ES 5 612 1 482 11 750 10 725

FR : : : :

IT 2 2 3 3 497

CY : : : :

LV 12 16 4 143

LT 222 0 20 881

LU : : : :

HU 955 239 416 4 173

MT : : : :

NL 7 727 17 298 23 363 17 436

AT 80 523 782 542

PL 2 44 9 62

PT 111 869 1 162 422

RO : : : :

SI 0 0 4 197

SK 247 615 68 2 466

FI 2 35 333 116

SE : : : :

UK 8 773 50 791 71 778 :

IS 242 492 435 269

NO 70 975 1 389 280

CH 10 687 13 270 30 740 4 362

Pension contributions 

receivable
Total 

expenditure on 

pensions 

Number of 

members

(1 000) (2)

Table 3.19:  Autonomous pension funds, key indicators, 2007 (1)

(EUR million)

(1) Slovenia, United Kingdom, Iceland and Switzerland, 2006; Belgium, 2005.
(2) Poland, 2006.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_pen_7a)
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Real estate, renting and business services

In 2007 there were around 6.1 million enterprises in the real estate, 

renting and business services sector, which was the second largest 

enterprise population among the non-fi nancial business economy 

NACE sections. Th is sector generated EUR 1 396.6 billion of val-

ue added in the EU-27, and employed 27.8 million persons, and 

thereby accounted for just over one fi ft h of non-fi nancial business 

economy employment and value added, while it accounted for a 

larger share (31.1 %) of investment than any other non-fi nancial 

business economy NACE section. Th e share of SMEs within the real 

estate, renting and business activities sector was greater in terms of 

value added than in terms of employment. Th is indicates that SMEs 

had a higher apparent labour productivity than large enterprises, a 

situation found only in one other non-fi nancial business economy 

NACE section, namely mining and quarrying. Th is situation may 

result from large enterprises in this sector being concentrated in 

subsectors with a low apparent labour productivity, such as security, 

cleaning and miscellaneous services.

Figure 3.23:  Sectoral analysis, real estate, renting and business 

services, EU-27, 2007

(%)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Security, cleaning & misc. services

Professional business services

Personnel services

Real estate activities (1)

Computer & related activities

Technical business services

Advertising

Renting

Research & development (2)

Employment

Value added

(1) Includes rounded estimates based on non-confi dential data.
(2) Employment, 2006, includes rounded estimates based on non-confi dential data; value 

added, not available.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)
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Indicator Units Value

Number of enterprises thousands 6 087

Persons employed thousands 27 831

Turnover EUR million 2 767 209

Value added EUR million 1 396 599

Gross operating surplus EUR million 652 247

Investment EUR million 368 792

Employment % 20.8

Value added (1) % 22.0

Investment % 31.1

Apparent labour productivity EUR 1 000/person 50.2

Average personnel costs EUR 1 000/person 32.2

Gross operating rate % 23.6

SME share of value added % 71.4

SME share of employment % 66.2

Share of non-financial business economy:

Table 3.20:  Key indicators, real estate, renting and business 

services, EU-27, 2007

(1) 2006.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all, sbs_sc_indic)

Largest Member 

States

Share of

EU-27 (%)

Most specialised 

Member States

Share of non-

financial business

economy (%)

United Kingdom 24.6 Netherlands 32.1

Germany 19.1 United Kingdom 27.5

France 15.9 Luxembourg 26.1

Italy 8.4 France 24.0

Spain 8.2 Belgium 22.4

Persons employed (2)Value added

Table 3.21:  Concentration and specialisation, real estate, 

renting and business services, 2007 (1)

(1) Malta, not available; Cyprus and Poland, provisional.
(2) Ireland, 2006.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)

In value added terms, the real estate, renting and business activi-

ties sector in the EU-27 was dominated by the United Kingdom, 

which accounted for one quarter of the EU total. Along with 

Luxembourg and the Netherlands, the United Kingdom was also 

one of the three most specialised Member States in this sector in 

employment terms, as all three of these Member States had more 

than one quarter of their non-fi nancial business economy work-

force in this sector.
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Figure 3.24:  Productivity and personnel costs, EU-27, 2007

(EUR 1 000/person) 
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(1) Includes rounded estimates based on non-confi dential data.
(2) Average personnel costs, 2006, includes rounded estimates based on non-confi dential 

data.

Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)

Figure 3.23 presents an analysis of nine subsectors within the 

EU-27 real estate, renting and business activities sector. Security, 

cleaning and miscellaneous services as well as personnel services 

generated a far smaller proportion of sectoral value added than 

their equivalent share of the workforce, refl ecting, at least in part, 

the high proportion of part-time employment typical in these ac-

tivities. In contrast, the capital-intensive activities of real estate ac-

tivities and of renting displayed the counter position, with higher 

value added shares.

Th e highest levels of apparent labour productivity were recorded 

for renting and for real estate activities, both of which oft en in-

volve purchasing capital assets and generating operating income 

there from: they typically have very low operating costs and high 

fi nancial or extraordinary costs, neither of which is taken into ac-

count in the calculation of value added. As can be seen these ac-

tivities also had relatively low average personnel costs and very 

high investment rates (Figure 3.27).
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Figure 3.25:  Wage adjusted labour productivity, real estate, 

renting and business services, 2007 (1)

(%) 

(1) Malta, not available; Cyprus and Poland, not available.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)
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Figure 3.26:  Gross operating rate, EU-27, 2007 (1)

(%)
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Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)

Figure 3.27:  Investment rate, EU-27, 2007

(%)
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Source: Eurostat (sbs_na_1a_se)



3Sectoral analysis

107 Key figures on European business

Largest Member 

States

Share of

EU-27 (%)

Most specialised 

Member States

Share of non-

financial business

economy (%)

Germany 23.5 Latvia 5.7

United Kingdom 16.4 Lithuania 3.6

France 14.3 Estonia 3.3

Spain 12.5 Spain 3.3

Italy 6.1 Denmark 3.2

United Kingdom 25.4 Ireland 1.1

Germany 23.9 United Kingdom 0.9

France 14.2 Cyprus 0.7

Spain 8.1 Spain 0.6

Netherlands 5.7 France 0.6

United Kingdom 30.4 Sweden 4.0

Germany 17.1 Finland 3.3

France 13.7 United Kingdom 3.3

Italy 9.5 Ireland 3.2

Spain 5.6 Luxembourg 3.1

United Kingdom 31.6 Netherlands 0.6

Germany 24.5 United Kingdom 0.6

France 12.4 Romania 0.5

Netherlands 8.5 Germany 0.5

Italy 5.5 Slovenia 0.5

United Kingdom 25.9 Netherlands 26.4

Germany 17.4 Luxembourg 20.8

France 17.3 United Kingdom 19.8

Italy 9.4 Belgium 18.1

Spain 7.5 France 17.9

Other business activities (74)

Persons employed (3)Value added (2)

Research and development (73)

Computer and related activities (72)

Real estate (70)

Renting and leasing (71)

Table 3.22:  Concentration and specialisation, 2007 (1)

(1) Malta, not available; Cyprus and Poland, provisional.
(2) Research and development, 2004.
(3) Real estate: Ireland, 2006; Luxembourg, not available.

Renting and leasing: Czech Republic and Ireland, 2006; Sweden, not available.
Computer and related activities, and other business activities: Ireland, 2006.
Research and development: Czech Republic and Ireland, 2006; Cyprus, Luxembourg and 
Sweden, not available.

Source: Eurostat (ebd_all)
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Dedicated section and access to data

Th e structural business statistics (SBS) dedicated section pro-

vides access to a selection of publications, data and background 

information describing European business, compiled by Euro-

stat’s structural business statistics unit. In particular, the dedicated 

section provides information on development projects under a 

heading ‘special topics’. Th is dedicated section is located directly 

under the theme Industry, trade and services on the Statistics 

tab of the Eurostat website or from the following link:  

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/europeanbusiness

Th e latest SBS data can be accessed through the headings Main 

tables or Database in the left -hand menu within the dedicated sec-

tion. Workbooks containing a selection of key indicators are also 

available under the heading Introduction in the same left -hand 

menu.

Data sources

Th e vast majority of the data used in this pocketbook come from 

SBS. SBS comprise the main annual data by country providing a 

detailed activity analysis, as well as regional data, data analysed 

by enterprise size class, and a host of data collections related to 

specifi c topics, such as business demography.

In this publication a number of other Eurostat sources are used 

to complement these, namely short-term statistics (STS), national 

accounts, external trade and PRODCOM; furthermore economic 

sentiment indicators from the Directorate-General for Economic 

and Financial Aff airs are also presented. All sources are detailed 

under each table or fi gure.

Th e data presented were extracted from a wide variety of Eurostat 

databases in March 2010 and the text that accompanies the tables 

and fi gures was also draft ed during March 2010. Most data sources 

are continuously updated and revised where necessary. Th e fresh-

est data are available within Eurostat’s freely available dissemina-

tion database.
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Key SBS defi nitions

Turnover corresponds to market sales of goods or services sup-

plied to third parties. Value added at factor cost can be calculated 

from turnover, plus capitalised production, plus other operating 

income, plus or minus the changes in stocks, minus the purchases 

of goods and services.

Th e number of persons employed is defi ned as the total number 

of persons who work in the observation unit (paid or unpaid), as 

well as persons who work outside the unit who belong to it and 

are paid by it (e.g. sales representatives). It includes apprentices, 

part-time, seasonal workers, and home workers on the pay-roll. 

Employees are persons working for an employer with a contract 

of employment and receiving compensation.

Personnel costs are defi ned as the total remuneration, including 

taxes and social security contributions. Purchases of goods and 

services include the value of all goods and services purchased dur-

ing the accounting period for resale or consumption in the pro-

duction process.

Gross tangible investment includes new and existing tangible 

capital goods, whether bought from third parties or produced for 

own use having a useful life of more than one year including non-

produced tangible goods such as land.

Apparent labour productivity is calculated as value added divid-

ed by the number of persons employed.

Average personnel costs are calculated as personnel costs divided 

by the number of employees.

Th e wage adjusted labour productivity ratio can be calculated as 

apparent labour productivity divided by average personnel costs, 

expressed as a percentage.

Th e gross operating rate is defi ned as the gross operating sur-

plus (value added minus personnel costs) divided by turnover, 

expressed as a percentage.

EU-27 data

Unless otherwise stated, data for the EU-27 are the sum/average of 

the 27 Member States as appropriate or include estimates to cover 

missing data.
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Statistical units; NACE Rev. 1.1 and Rev. 2

Th e main type of statistical unit used for SBS is the enterprise: an en-

terprise carries out one or more activities at one or more locations. 

Enterprises are classifi ed into sectors according to their main activ-

ity. Th e local unit is an enterprise or part thereof at one location, and 

is the most commonly used type of statistical unit for regional SBS.

European statistics are currently migrating to a revised version of 

the statistical classifi cation of economic activities in the European 

Community, namely NACE Rev. 2. Th roughout this publication 

SBS and national accounts data are presented using NACE Rev. 1.1. 

Short-term statistics (STS) have completed this migration, and the 

STS data presented in Chapter 1 use the NACE Rev. 2 classifi cation. 

At the present time PRODCOM data are available using two coding 

systems, one based on CPA 2002 (linked to NACE Rev. 1.1) and the 

other on CPA 2008 (linked to NACE Rev. 2): in this publication the 

data is presented using the PRODCOM code linked to CPA 2002.

Th e diagram below shows the relationship between the aggregates 

most commonly used in this publication and the NACE Rev. 1.1 

sections that make-up the business economy as defi ned for this 

publication. In this publication, data are presented for a standard 

set of activities, mainly NACE divisions with a few aggregations 

because of space constraints.

Business economy (C to K

Non-financial business economy (C to I and K)

Industry (C to E) Construction 

(F)

Services (G to K)

Non-financial 

services 

(G to I and K)

Financial services 

(J)

Mining and 

quarrying (C); 

manufacturing 

(D); electricity, 

gas and water 

supply (E)

Distributive trades 

(G); hotels and 

restaurants (H); 

transport, storage 

and communication 

(I); real estate, 

renting and 

business activities 

(K)

Th e following short labels are used in tables and fi gures:

Professional business services: legal, accounting, book-keeping and 

auditing activities, tax consultancy; market research and public opin-

ion polling, business and management consultancy and holdings;

Technical business services: architectural and engineering activi-

ties, related technical consultancy, technical testing and analysis.
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Signs and abbreviations

EU-27 27 Member States of the European Union

BE Belgium NL Netherlands

BG Bulgaria AT Austria

CZ Czech 

Republic

PL Poland

DK Denmark PT Portugal

DE Germany RO Romania

EE Estonia SI Slovenia

IE Ireland SK Slovakia

EL Greece FI Finland

ES Spain SE Sweden

FR France UK United Kingdom

IT Italy

CY Cyprus HR Croatia

LV Latvia MK the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia

LT Lithuania TR Turkey

LU Luxembourg IS Iceland

HU Hungary LI Liechtenstein

MT Malta NO Norway

NL Netherlands CH Switzerland

Abbreviations

CPA  statistical classifi cation of products by activity  

in the European Economic Community

FATS  foreign affi  liates statistics

GDP  gross domestic product

NACE  statistical classifi cation of economic activities  

in the European Community

NUTS  classifi cation of territorial units for statistics

SBS  structural business statistics

SITC  standard international trade classifi cation

SME  small and medium-sized enterprise

STS  short-term statistics

VAT value added tax
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Units and measures

billion thousand million - not applicable

EUR euro : not available

kg kilogramme % percent

l litre 0.0 real zero or < 0.05

p/st. pieces
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Key figures on European business 
with a special feature on the recession

This publication summarises the main features of 

European business and its different activities in a 

concise and simple manner. It consists of three main 

parts. The first chapter presents a special feature 

on the global financial and economic crisis, looking 

at how the recession affected the EU’s business 

economy. The second presents an overview of the 

EU’s business economy based on structural business 

statistics (SBS). It provides details concerning the 

relative importance of the business economy 

and results from a number of SBS development 

projects, for example, statistics relating to business 

demography, or the role of foreign-controlled 

enterprises within the EU’s business economy, 

before detailing patterns of specialisation and 

concentration. The third chapter presents a sectoral 

analysis looking in more detail at specific sectors 

within the EU’s business economy on the basis of 

a comprehensive set of key variables, describing 

monetary and employment characteristics, as well as 

a set of derived indicators, for example, productivity 

and profitability measures, also at a more detailed 

activity level, as well as by Member States.

This publication presents only a small selection of 

the SBS data available. Readers who are interested 

in knowing more about SBS, who would like to 

download the latest publications free-of-charge, 

or who would like to access the most recent data, 

are encouraged to consult the structural business 

statistics dedicated section. Data codes presented 

as part of the source under each table/figure can be 

used within the search facility provided at the top of 

the data navigation tree on Eurostat’s website to gain 

access to the freshest statistics available.

  http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/

 
europeanbusiness 
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